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Greetings TAHS Members,

Would you like to fly anywhere jetBlue flies? We are holding an opportunity drawing to
win two plane tickets. The drawing proceeds will benefit the Tustin Area Museum and
our various programs and projects to celebrate and preserve our local Tustin history. You
can purchase your opportunity tickets at our website at www.tustinhistory.com. Only 100
opportunity tickets will be sold so your odds of winning are very favorable. The drawing
will be held on August 20 during the Sunset Market, but the winner need not be present.

Last month, our Vice President Susan Reid was surprised by
out-of-town family members who came to the Tustin Area
Woman of the Year dinner, where she was recognized for her
contributions to the Historical Society as well as other non-
profits. Although someone else was selected as the winner this
year, it was a huge honor for her to be among the few
considered for this award.

Jake and Mary Hill, owners of Tustin Awards, have supported TAHS for many years by
generously donating and discounting the plaques and ribbons given out by the Historical
Society. Jake and Mary have been recently selected as the recipients of the Society’s
Heritage Award.

TAHS has received two grants, and is expecting another, to scan the final issues of the
Tustin News so they can be made available online. Gretchen Whisler is leading this effort,
assisted by Susan Reid, Donna Peery, and Linda Blankinship.

The Museum is getting a technology update. Outdated equipment will be replaced, and
an improved backup system will be installed.

We hope to see you soon! In the coming months, the Night at the Museum events will
include talks on the history of Tustin dive bars and local UFO sightings. Buy your tickets
in advance at www.tustinhistory.com. Also, remember the Museum is open during the
monthly Sunset Market (third Thursday of the month from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm through
September). Stop in and see our new displays!

Sincerely,
Rick

Richard Nelson, TAHS President


http://www.tustinhistory.com
http://www.tustinhistory.com
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Historical Society Recognized by
California State Assembly

In June, California State
Assemblywoman Cottie
Petrie-Norris visited the
Museum to deliver a
proclamation honoring
the Historical Society’s
fiftieth anniversary. She
chatted with Society
members, viewed the
latest Museum displays,
and received gifts from
our Museum store.

Bring Your Kids or Grandkids!

Stop by the Museum this summer with the kids or grandkids to enjoy special displays and
activities and take a walk through Tustin history! See our new displays of timeless toys, climb
aboard a vintage fire engine for a photo, listen to a Victrola, and admire the furniture in our
vintage dollhouse. Play Museum “I Spy” or go on a quest through Old Town with our Scavenger
Hunt. Have you heard of Flat Stanley? Well, we've created our own Flat Columbus Tustin! Pick
one up at the Museum and photograph him with your family this summer. Then send us
pictures for our 50th anniversary scrapbook. We look forward to seeing you and the kiddos
soon! The Museum is open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 to 3:00 and Saturdays from
11:00 to 3:00.




In April, our own Tim
Zierer recounted the
backstories and exploits of
the Civil War soldiers who
eventually made Tustin
their home.

June’s event featured the

return of Chris Epting,

who shared a wealth of /HIDDp A\
fascinating little-known [HIsT o g v ,_
information about the : | ey \ WNGECOUW '
people and events of old 1 ‘ CAL[F@HN//
Orange County. b X i s [

Join us at upcoming Nights at the Museum
August 28 - Dive into Tustin’s Bar Scene

September 25 - UFO Sightings in Orange County
Advance tickets required — www.tustinhistory.com or (714) 731-5701



http://www.tustinhistory.com

Tustin Area Historical Society Celebrates 50 Years!

The Tustin Area Historical Society celebrates its 50" anniversary this year. We have served
our members and the public by offering a variety of programs, events, and our Museum for
half a century.

It started with the creation of a Tustin Bicentennial Foundation in the mid-1970s, organized
to celebrate our nation’s 200™ birthday. Carol Jordan, Mary Etzold, and Vivien Owen,
members of the Foundation’s Heritage Committee, worked to collect and document
artifacts and old photographs. The Tustin Area Museum was opened in the old police
building on Third Street in 1975 to display these items.

In November of 1976, the Tustin Area Historical Society was created to serve as the parent
organization for the Museum. The organization’s name Tustin Area Historical Society was
intentionally chosen to represent not only the original townsite, but also embrace
unincorporated parts of North Tustin and the surrounding area.

The Museum moved in 1979 to its permanent home in the Knights of Pythias building at 395
El Camino Real. This location provided more space to display exhibits from Tustin’s past,
including a variety of agricultural and early technology displays. A few years later, Tustin’s
first fire engine, a converted 1912 Buick touring car, was restored and added to the
Museum’s collection by carefully maneuvering it through a window opening on the front of
the building.

Our collection of artifacts and photographs has grown into one of the largest local archives
in Orange County. We have participated in citywide events, held home and garden tours,
hosted guest speakers, offered tours of our Museum to school groups and the public,
established a research center, and assisted authors in publishing several books on Tustin
history. Cheers to more decades of preserving and sharing Tustin area history!

% BICENTENNIAL MEET

First meeting of the newly
incorporated Tustin Area U.S.
Bicentennial Committee will be
held at, the Chamber of Com-
merce office, 215 W. 1st St.,
Thursday, Nov. 15 at 7:30 p.m.
Bumper stickers and charter
membership applications  will
be made available.

The early Museum layout,
prior to the remodel that
was finished in 2022.

2 Tustin’s first fire engine
became our logo.

From the November 8,
1973 edition of the Tustin
News.

Founders (left to right) -- §
Carol Jordan, Mary Etzold,
and Vivien Owen.

Docent Janice Haynes shares local
Tustin history with visitors in the
renovated Museum space.



Historic Preservation Week

The Historical Society led educational tours in partnership with the City of Tustin
during Historic Preservation Week in May.
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Tim Zierer teaches participants about loca
history during the Third Street Stroll.

Donna Peery discusses Prominent
Tustin figures at their final resting
: ]m place in Santa Ana Cemetery.
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City Historic Preservation Staff at Sunset Market.
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In honor of the
Museum’s fire
engine mascot,
Sparky, the
student prizes
were Dalmatian-
themed.

Castillo’s
class —
Arroyo




ACCESSIONS

Susan McKay Burks -- Yearbook

Jean Hayden Harrington -- Denny Hayden book collection

George Siglock -- Ranch House photograph

Mike Spurgeon -- Greinke scrapbook

Leo Stiles -- City manual
Gretchen Whisler -- Tiller Days pin

Tustin Area Museum
395 El Camino Real

(at Main St.) Departed friend

we miss...

Tustin, CA 92780
Tuesday & Thursday
10-3 Fay Fredriksen
Saturday (age 103)
11-3

(714) 731-5701

Welcome New Members

Christine Frees
Douglas Mochizuki
Kathy Oberst
Nanette Proctor
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