
 

Greetings TAHS Members, 
 
The Historical Society has been very busy the last couple of months. Check out this 
newsletter for photos of all the activities!  
 
Most recently, we celebrated Columbus Tustin’s 199th birthday with a party at the 
Museum. Former Tustin Mayor Al Murray presented a proclamation on behalf of 
Orange County Supervisor Don Wagner declaring March 17th as “Columbus Tustin 
Day” in honor of our city founder. Thank you to Donna Marsh Peery, the Museum 
office manager, for her extensive work to make the event a success. 
 
The Historical Society Board is pleased to recognize the 
contributions of our fabulous members. The Board has selected 
Doreen Corwin as our 2026 Superhero. She will be honored at the 
Superheroes of Tustin Awards Celebration organized by the 
Tustin Community Foundation on April 20 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
at the Tustin Market Place Community Center. Come clap for 
Doreen! Hurry – tickets can be purchased only until April 15th at 
www.superheroes-of-tustin.raiselysite.com. 
 
In addition, our Board is thrilled to nominate one of our 
outstanding members, Susan Reid, for Tustin Area Woman of the 
Year. Susan has been a great contributor to our Society as well as 
other organizations. A gala dinner will be held on June 5 at 6 p.m. 
at the Santa Ana Elks Lodge to announce the winning Woman 
and Man of the Year. To join the festivities, tickets may be 
purchased at www.tamwy.raiselysite.com/tickets until May 15. 
 
Get your tickets now for our next Night at the Museum event on April 24 featuring 
Tim Zierer speaking about the Civil War Veterans of Tustin. Also, look for upcoming 
activities during the City’s Historic Preservation Week starting May 16. 
 
Sincerely, 

 Rick 
Richard Nelson, TAHS President 
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A BIRTHDAY BASH FOR 

 

 

March 17 marked the 199th birthday of Columbus 
Tustin! To celebrate, the Museum opened its 
doors in the evening to welcome members and 
the community for music and free cake. 
Supervisor Don Wagner of the County of Orange 
issued a proclamation in recognition of Columbus 
Tustin’s birthday, which was presented by former 
Tustin Mayor Al Murray. 

 



 

  

Recent Nights at the Museum 

In January, John Nielsen, 

Karen Writer, and Jim 

Stewart presented the 

history of scouting in 

Orange County. They 

talked about important 

leaders and camps 

throughout the decades. 

The highlight was a 

discussion of the 1953 

National Jamboree held 

on Irvine Ranch, which 

brought approximately 

50,000 visiting scouts to 

Orange County for the 

event.  

 

February’s event featured 

homeowner Jeff 

Thompson discussing the 

history of the W.W. 

Martin-Thompson House. 

Jeff talked about his 

research on the house, the 

house move from First 

Street, and the 

renovations he and his 

wife Cherie undertook 

themselves. The audience 

was impressed by the 

ambition of the 

Thompsons and enjoyed 

Jeff’s humor in recounting 

this arduous adventure. 
 

Join us at the next Night at the Museum on Friday, April 24 

Civil War Veterans of Tustin presented by Tim Zierer 
Advance tickets required – www.tustinhistory.com or (714) 731-5701 

 



 

  

 

TAHS joined in the Sip & Stroll in February. A “Bee’s Knees” cocktail drink consisting 
of honey, gin, lemon, and ice, provided by Brady and Becky Michel, set the theme in 
the Museum. Hive helpers Susan Reid, Gretchen Whisler, Pete Beatty, Vicki Gray, 
Tim Zierer, Joyce Miller, Janice Haynes, and the entire Michel family kept the event 
buzzing. 

 

Sip & Stroll 
 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Out in the Community 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

  

This display of the Marine 

Corps Air Station Tustin was 

crafted by Cooper Mayhew as 

part of his Eagle Scout service 

project. It is a scaled model 

representing the time period of 

the 1990s. The design of the 

model, including its push-

button lights, was created by 

Cooper, and the features of the 

Air Base were brought to life 

using a 3D printer. Cooper 

meticulously constructed the 

table base from red oak. He is 

thankful for the assistance of 

members of the Historical 

Society and scouts from Troop 

36. Come see the new display at 

the Museum! 

 
 

NEW AIR BASE DISPLAY 
 

 

 

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING?  

 

Question - What family owned this building for 97 years? 

 

Would you like to volunteer at the Museum or at our special 

events? Join us on Saturday, April 18 at 10:00 a.m. at the 

Museum at 395 El Camino Real for a tour and find out more 

about how you can help! No prior history knowledge needed. 

We will find a role for you that fits your interests and talents. 

We can’t wait to chat with you! Please RSVP (714) 731-5701. 



 

 

  

 

The Tustin Area Historical Society was founded for the purpose 
of preserving and celebrating the rich and colorful history of 
our local area. Tustin’s United States Bicentennial Foundation 
Heritage Committee established the Tustin Area Museum, and 
the Tustin Area Historical Society became the parent 
organization in November of 1976. Our founders were Carol 
Jordan, Mary Etzold, and Vivien Owen. 
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Linda Blankinship 

Jennifer Brown 

David & Barbara Ferreira 

Michael & Carrie Mayhew 

Yuki Rennels 

Cecilia Rossano 
 

Welcome 
New 
Members 

ACCESSIONS 

Mark Bergquist – Plaque given to sponsors of the Wally Karp Police Officers Memorial 

Susan McRay Burks – 1952 MCAS El Toro Yearbook belonging to Col. Harold G. Burks 

Bill Cook – Aldrich & Graves Fumigators wall thermometer 

Donna Peery – Distant Indigo: Clara Mason Fox book by Lorraine Passero, notecards 

featuring Clara Mason Fox artwork  

George Siglock – Framed picture of the Ranch House Bar on El Camino Real circa 1975 

Mike Spurgeon – Scrapbook belonging to Frank Greinke 

Leo Stiles – City of Tustin employee orientation manual dated 1997 

Tim Zierer – Clara Mason Fox: Pioneer, Painter and Poet book by Lorraine Passero 

 


