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Greetings TAHS Members,

The Tustin Area Historical Society was founded 50 years ago. This important anniversary will
be recognized and celebrated with our members at several events this coming year!

Looking back, we wrapped up this past year with some wonderful events. To celebrate the
holiday season, we held a Christmas Home Tour highlighting one home in Old Town and another
in North Tustin. Our sincere gratitude to homeowners Jeff and Cherie Thompson and Chris
Uribe, who so kindly opened their beautiful homes. Check out the photos in this newsletter. A
big thank you to those who helped organize the event, especially Susan Reid, Gretchen Whisler,
Doreen Corwin, and Donna Peery.

I hope you had a chance to stop by the Museum during the City’s Tree Lighting event to see our
festive holiday decorations. Thank you to Randi Bernstein and friends for their efforts.

In November, we held our 2025 Annual Meeting, which recounted the stories of the area’s early
pioneer families and introduced their descendants who were at the event. Vicki Gray, the event
chairperson, assembled the family histories and presented the program. We were also grateful
for our guest speakers Randy Ema, who shared his passion for automobiles, and Janet Peal, who
honored her mother Vivien Owen, TAHS co-founder. Thank you to Brady and Becky Michel and
their family for preparing the food and Kurt and Sandra Bensworth for serving the wine from Red
Hill Winery, which I happily donated. Many other volunteers helped make this event a success.

Thanks to those who served on the Board this past year, and welcome to our new Board for
2026 (see the names on the last page). Thank you especially to Brady Michel, who termed out
after several years. And thank you to all who continue to support TAHS, whether through
financial contributions, donations of items or services, volunteering, or simply visiting the
Museum!

Looking forward, remember that members get first notice of events, so don’t forget to renew
your membership or join if you’re not a member yet! We have exciting Nights at the Museum
coming up. See our new Museum exhibits and say hello during the Sip & Stroll on February 28™.
Also, right now we’re working with the City to plan next year’s celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the incorporation of Tustin.

Lots more history and fun ahead!

Sincerely,
Fick
Richard Nelson, TAHS President



CHRISTMAS HOME TOUR HIGHILIGHTS
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Decked Out for the Holiday Season!

The Museum’s holiday decorations provided a festive backdrop for welcoming visitors
during the City’s Tree Lighting event in December.
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Join Us for a Night at the Museum
History of Scouting in Orange County

T Presented by John Nielsen
Friday, January 30, 7:00 — 8:30 pm
Q({ EE \’9 Tustin Area Museum
A\ 395 El Camino Real, Old Town Tustin
tvj(@ Reservations required —
www.tustinhistory.com or (714) 731-5701

Tickets $15 members/$5 students under age 17/$20 non-members




Historical Society Annual Party

The Annual Meeting and Party was held in November. Vicki Gray presented the histories of Tustin’s
pioneer families and introduced their descendants who were in attendance. Randy Ema shared his
love for automobiles, and Janet Peal spoke about her mother, TAHS co-founder Vivien Owen.
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REMEMBERING

Gary Siegel passed away in October at the age of
90. Gary was born in Orange County in 1935. He
had deep family roots in the area. Gary was
dedicated to serving his family and community,
including the Historical Society. He was a
member of the Board for many years and later
served as the Programs Chairperson. In addition,
his wife Judy and daughter Susie McIntosh were
active in the Historical Society. Gary was also a
Charter Member and Board Member of the

Tustin Jaycees and two-time President and
Lifetime Member of the Tustin Host Lions Club.
In recognition of his many contributions to the
community, he was honored as the Tustin Area
Man of the Year for 2001. Gary was known for
his easy-going, kind nature and is missed by all.

ANSWER THE QUESTION - QUESTION -

Who is this man?

WIN A PRIZE!

The first person to correctly answer the
question will receive free admission for
two to a Night at the Museum of their
choice. To enter, you must email your
answer to grayva@aol.com. The first
correct response will be notified. Board

members are not eligible to enter.

Hint -
He owned a home at Main & B Streets
and has a street named after him.




Citrus Stories from the Learning Center

Gowen & Willard

John Gowen was born in New York but raised in Illinois. He was twenty-two years old when he
came to Tustin with his parents in 1885. He soon purchased five acres in Tustin and planted
oranges and walnuts, and also worked for a fruit company based in Los Angeles. In 1896, he
opened his own packinghouse.

Charles Willard arrived in 1876 at the age of ten with his family. Charles’s first venture was the
founding of a water company, the Willard Brothers Water Works, with his older brother Hiram
and Henry Adams. Charles later joined Adams in taking over an existing packinghouse located
south of Tustin, but it lasted only a few years.

In 1901, Willard joined the existing business of John Gowen. The Gowen & Willard Packinghouse
was located on Fourth Street in Santa Ana, near the Santa Fe Depot. They packed oranges,
lemons, dried fruits, beans, and walnuts. The
partnership lasted until 1915, when Willard
retired due to failing health. He passed away
the next year from tuberculosis. John Gowen
retired about 1928 and died ten years later. In
a strange coincidence, the wives of Gowen
and Willard both died in tragic fires, tenyears
apart. Both men served as pallbearers at the
funeral of his partner’s wife.

Prescott

Mabel Prescott took over their 30-acre ranch at Newport Boulevard and 17" Street near Tustin
when her husband Julian passed away in 1935. Mabel also raised their eleven-year-old son,
John, while managing the property.

Mabel established a roadside stand outside her home, selling oranges and other produce grown
on her ranch. Using secondhand equipment, she constructed a small packinghouse -- roughly
the size of a double-car garage -- on her property. In addition to packing her own fruit branded
with the “Tree to You” label, she offered custom packing services to other small local growers.

With John’s help, Mabel opened the J. A. Prescott Ranch Market in
1941 at 505 D Street (Highway 101) in Tustin. The Ranch Market
became a rest stop for the Greyhound bus line, attracting both
tourists and locals with its famous offer of “All the orange juice you
can drink for a dime.”

TREE 1o YOU l

J. A. PRESCOTT -Aucn)\ ”
4k MEwPORT SOULEVARD -

SANTA AMA, CALIN,
y 7\
__’-‘

When the 5 Freeway bypassed Tustin in 1956, diverting traffic from
Highway 101, John closed the market. The site is now occupied by
Armstrong Garden Center.



Welcome New Members -

Katherine Brady
Kiki Brown

Christina Pettingill
Juan Ramos

Jon Bunning Jane Rice
Kim.DeBenedeito Randy Rock
Noel Gillispe Darcy Staniforth

Paula Hilbert
Erika Jewell
Denny Le
Sandy Parrish

Tustin Area Museum

S EE KI N G 395 El Camino Real (at Main St.)
Tustin, CA 92780
VOLUNTEERS (714) 731-5701
We have Tuesday & Thursday 10-3

opportunities in the Saturday 11-3

Museum and with
special events. We will
find a place for your
interests and skills.

TAHS
50"

Anniverdauy

Sign up at

www.tustinhistory.com

ACCESSIONS

Anonymous - Cradle certificate for Charlotte Cozad

Greinke Family - Memorabilia from the Frank and
Margaret Greinke collection

Dennis Keagy - Native American sharpening knife
and bone fragments

Paula McCance - Vintage shoes and skates

Sue Tarquinino
Barbara Trumbull
Yvonne & Dan Webb

HERITAGE is a publication of
Tustin Area Historical Society

P.0. Box 185
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Email: tustinmuseum@att.net
Website: www.tustinhistory.com

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President Rick Nelson
Vice President Susan Reid
Recording Secretary  Gretchen Whisler

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Randi Bernstein Irene Jones
Tanner Douthit Becky Michel
Vicki Gray Tim Zierer

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER
Donna Marsh Peery

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Programs Tim Zierer
Educational Programs Laurie Lovret
Membership Gretchen Whisler
Newsletter Laurie Lovret

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball



