
 

 

   

Greetings TAHS Members, 

 

The Tustin Area Historical Society saw a lot of activity this quarter.  

 

The Garden Party at Stevens Square was enjoyed by many attendees. There was 

catered food, music, a unique live history experience, four wine varietals donated by 

Red Hill Winery, and wine glasses (with an image of our 1912 Tustin Fire Truck) 

donated by Mary Hill of Tustin Awards for the guests to take home.  

 

The Society participated in the Kentucky Derby event held by Dollars for Tustin 

Scholars. We had a table full of friends. Our own “jockey” Brady Michel placed second, 

receiving a $100 check for TAHS. Brady attended with his wife (and TAHS board 

member) Becky and his daughter Molly. See the great photo to the right.  

 

Nights at the Museum continue to be popular events. Check out this newsletter for 

highlights and photos. We publicize events like these to the public, but with special 

benefits including a discounted ticket price for our members.  

 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY - One of our board members is researching the possibility of 

3D-printed Christmas ornaments featuring our very own 1912 Fire Truck. This will be 

a one-of-a-kind ornament. Stay tuned for future announcements on how to get one! 

 

Our Historical Society has an ongoing need for volunteers to preserve and present the 

history of our city. If you can help, contact the Museum at (714) 731-5701 or 

tustinmuseum@att.net. 

 
Sincerely, 

Rick 

Richard Nelson, TAHS President 
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Greetings TAHS Members, 
 
The TAHS Annual Party is coming up on November 22 at the Clifton C. Miller 
Community Center at the Tustin Civic Center. It will highlight early Tustin families and 
their descendants, some of whom will be in attendance. Music will be provided by 
keyboardist Ron Kobayashi and vocalist Crystal Clulee. Board Secretary Vicki Gray is 
chairing the event, and Board Member Becky Michel has selected a tasty menu. 
 
Tim Zierer and Donna Peery coordinate the extremely popular Night at the Museum 
events. On these nights, the Museum is filled with both members and non-members 
who come to hear the interesting history-related topic. These monthly gatherings 
frequently sell out. Check out this newsletter and www.tustinhistory.com for future 
events. Remember to buy your tickets in advance.  
 
Past president Pete Beatty had an idea to place a computer monitor in the Museum 
window to spread the word about our events to visitors and passersby. I was able to 
donate a computer and monitor, and Donna Peery has been creating the display 
content, so Pete’s idea is now a reality!  
 
The Information Technology (IT) Committee needs volunteers who can help with 
digital tasks. Most tasks, like cleaning ink jet printer heads, resolving why a PC app will 
not start, or setting up laptops, are not very complicated but are important. Join the 
committee and meet other techies. Leave a message at the office, (714) 731-5701, if you 
can volunteer. 
 
Our Learning Center research team is accepting requests to do research on pioneer 
families and Old Town Tustin homes. To request this service, pick up a Research 
Request Form at the Museum or email Vicki Gray at grayva@aol.com. Biographies of 
pioneer families are now being added to our website (www.tustinhistory.com). To read 
them, go to the Articles tab, then select Living History.  
 
Sincerely, 

Rick 

Richard Nelson, TAHS President  
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Recent Nights at the Museum 
 
 

 

In July, TAHS Board member 
Tim Zierer gave a thoughtful 
presentation about the 
experiences of the Japanese-
American students attending 
Tustin Union High School at 
the start of WW2. The sold-
out crowd included many of 
their descendants. 

 

  

August’s event drew a crowd of former fire personnel, 
including speakers Marc Hawkins and Mike Ferdig 

(second from left and far right, respectively, in the 

group photo), who spoke about the history of Tustin’s 
firefighting crews. Laura Blaul followed with a look into 

the future of Call to Adventure California Fire Museum, 
which will be located at the Great Park. 

 

 

In September, dynamic speaker 
Darcy Staniforth educated the 
audience about Victorian death 
culture. As both a historian and 
academic, she spoke about the 
historical context, customs, and 
culture of this 19th century era. 
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Learning Center Tidbits by Tim Zierer 

Tustin’s Early Japanese-Americans 

Many people may be surprised to learn that in Tustin in the 1930s, a small Japanese-

American community thrived, centered in the area near the intersection of Browning and 

Bryan Avenues. The 1940 Federal Census for Tustin shows thirteen households with 

Japanese surnames living in this settlement. The men were vegetable farmers, leasing 

land from the Irvine Company. A large hall, located approximately where the synagogue 

now stands on Bryan Avenue, was used as a Japanese school for the farm workers’ 

children on Saturdays. The school taught Japanese language, culture, and history to the 

first generation of American-born Japanese, called Nisei.  

 

Being the nearest town, most of the Japanese farmers patronized the businesses in 

Tustin, such as the bank, hardware store, feed store, and blacksmith shops. The children 

of these families attended Tustin schools. During the 1930s, the population of Nisei 

students at Tustin Union High School increased until by 1940 they comprised a fourth of 

the student body. These boys and girls participated in all the usual school activities, 

including sports, student government, choir, and band. But this came to an end shortly 

after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. By the end of May 1942, 

all the Japanese-American students at the high school had been moved to the Colorado 

River Relocation Center in Poston, Arizona. 

 

Despite being unjustly imprisoned along with their families, at least sixteen former Tustin 

students went on to serve in the United States Army during World War II. Six served in the 

legendary 442nd Regimental Combat Team, an all-Nisei unit that was the most decorated 

American Army Unit of the war. Two served in the elite and secret Military Intelligence 

Service, acting as interpreters and translators in the Pacific. Two women from Tustin Union 

High were members of the Cadet Nurse Corps, created by Congress to alleviate the 

shortage of nurses brought on by the war. The next time you are in the Museum, stop by 

the Learning Center, where you can read biographical sketches and see photos of all 

sixteen of the former Tustin students, who served despite being treated so poorly by the 

country in which they were born. 

 

  

The families of Japanese-

Americans who served in the 

US military during WW2 

proudly shared mementos of 

their ancestor’s military 

service after the Night at the 

Museum presentation in July. 



 

  

Christmas Home Tour 
December 6  

7-9 pm 

 
Begin the holiday season with a festive 

evening touring two exquisitely decorated 
Tustin homes. This event will feature a 

walk through a historic Old Town Tustin 
home and a classically decorated  

North Tustin home.  
 

Tickets – www.tustinhistory.com 

 

 

PASSING 
Historical Society 

member Mark Masters, 

who owned Scooters 

Hallmark for many years 

with his wife Gwen, sadly 

has passed away. The 

family will be holding a 

celebration of life service 

on November 1. Details 

will be forthcoming. 

The Heritage Award Honors Phil and Linda Cox 

 

 

 

  

At a gathering held in July, the TAHS Heritage Award was presented to Phil and Linda Cox. 

Wayne Cox accepted the award on behalf of his parents. Phil passed away in January and 

Linda could not attend due to her health. Their son recounted stories of his parents, which 

included trailers, dogs, and a cherry tree. Friends and community members also shared their 

fond memories. The Cox family has made a lasting mark on Old Town Tustin. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Youth Involvement in the Historical Society 

 

THANK YOU TO THE MUSEUM’S FABULOUS SUMMER INTERNS! 

Anastasios and Dionysius Tasigeorgos, Mattea Kim, and Isabel Nguyen 

My name is Cooper Mayhew. I’m a senior at Legacy Magnet 

Academy and a Life Scout with Troop 36. For my Eagle Scout 

Service Project, I am leading my fellow scouts in building a 

display table for a 3D-printed model of Marine Corps Air 

Station (MCAS) Tustin, including its historic blimp hangars. 

This display, created for the Tustin Area Historical Society, will 

help preserve and share the story of MCAS Tustin with the 

community and future generations.  

To complete this project, we need to raise $500 for 

construction materials and supplies. If you would like to 

support local history and youth leadership, please consider 

donating to our GoFundMe campaign. Your generosity will 

help bring this educational display to life! Go to 

https://gofund.me/5df8679cd or scan this QR code.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

On office manager Donna’s 

birthday, a delightful family 

traveling all the way from 

Turkey chose to visit our 

little Museum. They were 

excited they had come on 

Donna’s special day and 

sang Happy Birthday to her 

in Turkish! 

 

This fun contest was suggested 

by Tony Coco, past president 

of TAHS and former Mayor of 

Tustin. The first person to 

correctly answer the question 

will receive free admission for 

two to a Night at the Museum 

of their choice. To enter, you 

must email your answer to 

grayva@aol.com. The first 

correct response will be 

notified. Board members are 

not eligible to enter.  

 

 

ANSWER THIS QUESTION – WIN A PRIZE! 

Question - What family owned this building for 97 years? 



  

 

Meet Our Two New Directors and  

Our TAHS Webmaster 

Guy Ball has been the Tustin Area Historical Society’s webmaster 

(www.TustinHistory.com) for over 15 years and has worked to include as 

many vintage photos and informative articles on the website as he can. 

He helped create and launch the latest, more modern-looking website 

late last year. Guy also assists with getting the word out on upcoming 

events through social media. Guy has been involved in local history for 

over 35 years. He is the author of Images of America: Tustin, an 

illustrated book about Tustin’s past, as well as City Walk: All About Tustin 

in 1895, a walking tour of Tustin in the 1890s. Guy has also written two 

other books on the history of Santa Ana. He was on the executive board 

of the Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society for 18 years and, 

recently, a board member of the Orange County Historical Society. He 

and his wife Linda have lived in Tustin for over 30 years. Guy is now 

retired, and he and Linda enjoy RV camping. 

Guy Ball  
Webmaster & Publicity 

 

Tanner Douthit and his family are proud to call Tustin home, often 

spending weekends walking along El Camino Real and enjoying the 

city’s historic charm. He and his wife value the small-town character 

that makes Tustin unique. His love for the city is reflected through his 

profession, service as a Board Member for the Tustin Area Historical 

Society, and everyday life as a neighbor.  

 

Tanner Douthit 
Director 

Randi Bernstein moved from Kansas City, Missouri, to Tustin in 1987 

with her late husband, Dr. Allan Bernstein. One year later, they 

welcomed their son Adam. Randi worked in nursing for 15 years 

before opening an after-school homework club in Tustin for 

elementary school children. With three employees, she ran this 

business for 23 years until retiring in 2023. Her love for philanthropy 

began in 2000, volunteering for many different nonprofits in the 

community. In 2015, she started a nonprofit Exchange Club of Tustin, 

part of a national service organization promoting Americanism, youth 

programs, and community service. This club ran for ten amazing 

years. She will always continue her philanthropy work in the 

community and is honored to serve as a board member of the Tustin 

Area Historical Society.  

 

Randi Bernstein 
Director 

 



 

 

 

 

ACCESSIONS 
Anonymous – Tustin High band vest, Kartopia Tustin cardigan 

Ted Bisson – Model of Tustin Control Tower 

Lillian Champ – Tustin News and OC Register select articles about Tustin Police (2001-2008) 

Tony Coco – Various awards received, proclamations and ephemera from the City of Tustin, portrait as Mayor 

Phil Cox Family – Tustin and Orange County photos, news clippings, and printed materials 

Debbie Hoerner Hart – Tustin Tiller Days photos from the 1980s and 1990s 

Marc Hawkins – Fire chief hats and photo, firetruck photo, fire pins, antique firetruck horn 

Douglas Lovell – Collection of awards given to Ken Lovell (1972 Tustin Man of the Year) 

Robert Robinson – menu from The Barn Restaurant 

Steve Tilford – Tustin Area Historical Society Heritage newsletters from the 1980s 

Tustin Library/Chris Edwards – Old photos of Main Street (1926) and the Stevens House (1887) 

 

HERITAGE is a publication of 

Tustin Area Historical Society 

P.O. Box 185 

Tustin, CA 92781 

Email: tustinmuseum@att.net 
Website: www.tustinhistory.com 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Rick Nelson 

Vice President  Gretchen Whisler 

Recording Secretary  Vicki Gray 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Randi Bernstein Becky Michel 

Tanner Douthit Brady Michel 

Irene Jones Susan Reid 

Colleen Ma Tim Zierer 

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Tim Zierer 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Membership  Gretchen Whisler 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

Tustin Area Museum 

395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 

(714) 731-5701 

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 

Saturday 11-3 

 

 

CHECK US OUT! 
 

Facebook 
TustinAreaHistoricalSociety 

 

YouTube - new 
www.youtube.com/ 

@TustinAreaHistoricalSociety 

 

Instagram - new 
Tustin Area Historical Society 

and Museum 
 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 

Annual dues  
start at $30  

 

 Welcome New Members –  

Randi Bernstein 

Lon Cahill 

Jennifer Guerra 

Maura Marks 

Margaret Sanford 

Paul Schultz 

Kai Yamamoto 


