
 

 

 

Greetings TAHS Members, 

 

The Tustin Area Historical Society saw a lot of activity this quarter.  

 

The Garden Party at Stevens Square was enjoyed by many attendees. 

There was catered food, music, a unique live history experience, four 

wine varietals donated by Red Hill Winery, and wine glasses (with an 

image of our 1912 Tustin Fire Truck) donated by Mary Hill of Tustin 

Awards for the guests to take home.  

 

The Society participated in the Kentucky Derby event held by 

Dollars for Tustin Scholars. We had a table full of friends. Our 

own “jockey” Brady Michel placed second, receiving a $100 

check for TAHS. Brady attended with his wife (and TAHS 

board member) Becky and his daughter Molly. See the great 

photo to the right.  

 

Nights at the Museum continue to be popular events. Check out this newsletter for 

highlights and photos. We publicize events like these to the public, but with special 

benefits including a discounted ticket price for our members.  

 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY - One of our board members is researching the possibility of 

3D-printed Christmas ornaments featuring our very own 1912 Fire Truck. This will be 

a one-of-a-kind ornament. Stay tuned for future announcements on how to get one! 

 

Our Historical Society has an ongoing need for volunteers to preserve and present the 

history of our city. If you can help, contact the Museum at (714) 731-5701 or 

tustinmuseum@att.net. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rick 

Richard Nelson, TAHS President 
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Al Corfield grew up outside of Pittsburgh. As a football star 
at Sharpsburg High School, he earned a full-ride scholarship 
to the University of Pittsburgh. He graduated with a degree 
in chemical engineering and later earned an MBA from The 
University of Akron in Ohio. 

Al married his high school sweetheart, Patricia, and they had 
three sons. In 1975, Al and Pat moved with their boys to 
Tustin, having first experienced the lure of the area while 
traveling with his college football team. 

Both Al and Pat have contributed significant time and talents to the Historical 
Society. Al served on the board for many years, fulfilling roles as treasurer, vice 
president, and president. After his time on the board, Al continued to be an active 
volunteer, attending board meetings, leading home tour efforts, playing a 
significant role in the Museum revitalization in 2020, and participating in TAHS 
events. Al’s dedication, patience, warmth, and smile will be missed by all. 

Gregg Bunch was a TAHS member, serving on the 

Board of Directors and as a docent in the Museum. 

Gregg was especially interested in the history of his 

own house, which was featured in the LA Times and 

Better Homes & Gardens. He had many admirers as a 

key member of the DKP VW car club, and he was 

also talented with woodworking. 

Margaret Greinke was a member of the Historical Society 
and a generous donor to the Museum. She was known for 
her volunteer efforts with many organizations and received 
numerous recognitions, including Tustin Area Woman of the 
Year 1986. Margaret had a strong faith, which she integrated 
with her volunteer efforts. She loved to travel, visiting over 
90 countries and most of the US over her lifetime, and was 
an avid reader who enjoyed sharing the books she had read. 

 

IN REMEMBRANCE 



 

  

 

May Garden Party at Stevens Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of John McGuire 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Tustin Area Museum 
395 El Camino Real, Old Town Tustin 

7:00 – 8:30 pm 
 

Tickets $15 members/$20 non-members 
Reservations required –  

www.tustinhistory.com or (714) 731-5701 
 

 

July 25 
Impact of WW2 on Tustin’s Japanese-American Community 
 

August 29 
History of Tustin’s Fire Department 
 

September 26 
Victorian Death Culture 
 
 
  



 

  

 

Recent Nights at the Museum 
 
 

 

In May, author Paul Carter 
delved into the early life of 
Orange County native Richard 
Nixon. Carter highlighted the 
strong character, numerous 
achievements, and positive 
accolades that defined Nixon’s 
life before his presidency, 
providing a unique glimpse of 
the man that contrasts his 
well-known downfall. You can 
read more in Carter’s book 
Richard Nixon: California's 
Native Son. As a follow-up to 
Carter’s presentation, TAHS 
organized a guided tour of the 
Richard Nixon Presidential 
Library in Yorba Linda. 

 

June’s Night at the Museum featured TAHS 

member and history enthusiast Paul Loya, who 

shared colorful stories of California’s eccentric 

pioneers. William B. Ide led a small uprising of 

California settlers against Mexican rule in the 

Bear Flag Revolt of 1846. William Money 

described himself as a physician, theologian, 

naturalist, and advocate of octagonal building 

construction. Finally, there was self-proclaimed 

“Emperor” Norton in San Francisco, a figure 

well-loved by the community in the 1800s. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
First Place 

Aanya Verma, Tustin Memorial Academy 

Sprekelmeyer Special Award 
Yileen Chang, Hicks Canyon Elementary 

 
Second Place 

Layla Palma, Arroyo Elementary 

Third Place 
Justin Lee, Hicks Canyon Elementary 

 
Honorable Mention 

Acacia De La Vega, Myford Elementary 



 

   

 

 

Growing Up at Irvine Station 
The following excerpt is from the story of Kathleen Honora Ahern Clark (1906-2010), as 
told to her daughter-in-law Margaret Clark. Kathleen was the fourth of eight children in 
the family of Phillip and Antionette Ahern. Her father was the manager of the Irvine 
train station, and they lived by the depot.  
 
“Washing was a major job with our large family. Before Dad went to work, he started a 
big fire in the yard and put on the large washtub full of water to heat. There were four 
tubs: one for washing, one for rinsing, one for bluing, and one for starching. The tubs 
were placed on a bench. We had lines and lines and lines of clothes hung out to dry. 
Every bed had white sheets and pillowcases. Mother made goose pillows with feathers 
from a relative who raised geese.  
 
I was often chosen for important errands. For instance, my father told me to watch the 
wheels of the trains as they sped by to see if they were on fire. If the wheels caught fire, 
they were called “Hot Box.” I was to tell Dad so he could telegraph an alert to prevent 
an accident.  
 
At about 10 years of age, I was given another big responsibility to take a suitcase on the 
train to Santa Ana to do the meat shopping for my mother. Mother would hand me a list 
to give to the butcher with money folded up. I would walk from the railroad station to 
the downtown meat market on 4th Street, which was a good walk, especially carrying a 
suitcase. Sometimes I even carried a basket of lard home too.”  
 
 

Oranges from Home (A World War II Story) 
Brothers George and Norman Veeh graduated from Tustin Union High School. They 
enlisted in the Army in 1944. They were assigned to the Second Armored (Hell on 
Wheels) Division, which arrived in Berlin on July 4, 1945. In a letter to his parents, 
George wrote:  
 
“We were unloading rations for the company from a truck when I noticed an orange 
crate staring me in the face with the label SATIN written all over it. I thought, what the 
heck, that’s our brand, isn’t it? Sure enough, Irvine Valencia Growers, Irvine, Cal. was 
written on the crate too! The oranges are in fair shape, coming so far. We stood review 
for all of the big shots (President Truman, James Byrnes, Generals Patton and Simpson, 
some Russians, Churchill, and Montgomery), but I got the biggest thrill out of that 
orange box.” 
 
 

These full stories and more can be found on the Museum’s Learning Center. 
 



  

 

Get to Know More About Your  

Board of Directors and Museum Office Manager 

Donna Marsh Peery took over as Office Manager when Barbara 
Hannegan retired five years ago. She has lived in Tustin for almost 60 
years, after living in several states and Europe. She just finished her term 
as a Community Services Commissioner with the City of Tustin and has 
been involved in many of Tustin’s non-profit organizations. She is the 
2010 Tustin Area Woman of the Year and the recipient of the California 
Parks and Recreation Champion of the Community Award. When she 
isn’t working, she is researching the history of Tustin’s early pioneers 
and volunteering in the community. 

Donna Marsh 
Peery  

Office Manager 

 

Susan grew up in Rhode Island but has spent 40 years in California. 
When she came, she began as a volunteer for the Pediatric Cancer 
Research Foundation before being offered the job of Executive Director. 

Her most important jobs came next, raising her two children and later, 
fighting a lung disease that required a transplant in 2019. As a lung 
transplant survivor, Susan serves as an ambassador for One Legacy, 
sharing her story at hospitals and encouraging the community to 
consider organ donation. 

Susan is passionate about assisting TAHS with “friend raising.” She 
knows how important funding is for our Museum, but also believes 
donations and support come when people feel they are a valuable part 
of an organization. She wants to educate the community about the 
importance of keeping Tustin history alive and encourages people to 
experience what a treasure our Museum is. 

In Tustin, Susan has found her home and the small town feeling she was 
looking for. 

 
Susan Reid 

Director 

Irene was born in Southern California and has lived in Tustin for 35 
years. She is married with two beautiful daughters, who both attended 
Hewes Middle School and Foothill High School.  

She has been in real estate since 2003. Previously, she worked for a 
Fortune 100 company for over 20 years, primarily in marketing, sales, 
credit, billing, and financing. Her business experience in the corporate 
world helped her transition smoothly into the real estate industry.  

Irene believes that our relationships are a significant part of our lives. 
That’s why she enjoys volunteering in the community. She had the 
privilege of serving on the Executive Board of Directors for the Tustin 
Chamber of Commerce until 2022. Now, she is very excited to be a part 
of the Tustin Area Historical Society as a Director and is looking forward 
to sharing our history knowledge with the community.  

 

Irene Jones 
Director 

 



 

 

 

 

ACCESSIONS 
 

Dylan Almendral – John E. Backman ephemera and miscellaneous items 

Family of Phil Cox – numerous items related to Old Town and Orange County citrus 

Judd Leach – Door parts and sign from the Blimp Hangar destroyed by fire in 2023 

Paul Loya – World War I helmet 

Sondra Sheridan – History of Orange County, California and Walter: A German 
Immigrant Who Helped Make Orange County Bloom books 

Tom Thaxter – William Stanger collection of Knights of Pythias memorabilia 

 

HERITAGE is a publication of 

Tustin Area Historical Society 

P.O. Box 185 

Tustin, CA 92781 

Email: tustinmuseum@att.net 

Website: www.tustinhistory.com 
 

2025 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Rick Nelson 

Vice President  Gretchen Whisler 

Recording Secretary  Vicki Gray 

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Irene Jones Brady Michel 

Colleen Ma Susan Reid 

Becky Michel Tim Zierer 

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Tim Zierer 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Membership  Gretchen Whisler 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

Tustin Area Museum 

395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 

(714) 731-5701 

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 

Saturday 11-3 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 
Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual  

($30 or more) 

Household  

($40 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 

($150 or more) 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Contact Vicki Gray if you can 

help with any of the following: 

• Photographing the exterior  

of historic Tustin homes 

• Learning Center data entry 

 Welcome New Member –  

Allan Lutz 


