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Greetings TAHS Members, 
 
Summer is coming, but it is always sunny at the Historical Society. This is such an 
upbeat and informative organization. There are always radiant faces at our events. 
Join in the camaraderie! 
 
Everyone enjoys the educational content and entertainment at the Night at the 
Museum events. Come to the next one on May 2 at 7:00 pm to learn more about 
Richard Nixon – California’s Native Son. Buy your tickets in advance. 
 
Another upcoming and not-to-be-missed event is the Garden Party at Stevens 
Square on May 17 starting at 5:30 pm. Experience Tustin history come to life, 
accompanied by delicious food, wine, music, and a live auction. Buy your tickets 
online at www.tustinhistory.com or by calling (714) 731-5701.  
 
The City of Tustin’s Sunset Market is returning soon. Held the third Thursday of the 
month through fall, the first one of the year is May 15. Look for the Historical Society 
booth in front of the Museum. 
 
We had fun celebrating Columbus Tustin’s 198th birthday in March and plan to 
continue this in the coming years. We are already thinking about his 200th birthday 
in two years! 
 
Check out more board member bios in this newsletter edition. I hope you are 
enjoying getting to know each of them a little better. Ken Higman has left the board 
because of too many commitments. The treasurer position is open, as well as 
general board positions, so if you are interested or have someone to suggest, 
contact me at (714) 623-7003.  
 
As our board secretary Vicki Gray likes to say, “History never gets old.” See you at 
the Garden Party! 

 

Sincerely, 

Rick 
Richard Nelson, TAHS President 



 

  

Tustin Area Historical Society  

Garden Party 
at the historic Stevens Square 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 17, 2025 
5:30 – 8:00 pm 
 

Event for adults only 
Tickets $75  
www.tustinhistory.com  
(714) 731-5701 
No tickets sold at the door 
 

Join your time-traveling hosts  
Sherman and Martha Stevens 

for a 
Living History Experience  

including 
Food and Wine 

Music 
Live Auction 

Enchanting Atmosphere 

 
 

Sherman Stevens  
started in agriculture, 

expanded into lumber, and 
then partnered with C.E. Utt 

and James Irvine, gaining great 
wealth. He built a beautiful 

home as a present for his bride 
Martha. As Sherman’s success 
grew, the couple traveled the 

world, collected art, and played 
a large role in Tustin’s social  

and cultural scene. 



 

 

 

 

 
May 2 
Richard Nixon – California’s Native Son 
Presented by historian and author Paul Carter 
 

June 6 
The History of the City of Tustin Fire Department 
Presented by Marc Hawkins and Laura Blaul 
 

June 27 
California – Early Characters in our State’s History 
Presented by Paul Loya 
 
 

 
 
 

Tustin Area Museum 
395 El Camino Real, Old Town Tustin 

7:00 – 8:30 pm 
 

Tickets $15 members/$20 non-members 
Reservations required –  

www.tustinhistory.com or (714) 731-5701 
 

 



 

  

 

Recent Nights at the Museum 
 
 

 

In January, local historian Chris Jepsen 

shared his research on Rudy Boysen, the 
berry he created, and its heart-warming 

legacy. Today, Rudy’s granddaughter, 

Jeanette Boysen Fitzgerald, carries on the 
original berry line (which is superior to the 

one commonly available now) at the Boysen 
Berry Farm in Northern California. (Tip – 

they sell their delicious jams and syrups via 
their website!) 

   

 

Retired Deputy Sheriff Ray Grimes gave a great talk on the history of 

the OC Sheriff’s Department at February’s Night at the Museum. It 

was followed the next day by a private tour of the Sheriff's Museum in 

Santa Ana. This was a real treat since it is not open to the general 

public. But as you can see, Tony Coco found himself in a little bit of 

trouble!  

 

March’s Night at the Museum featured 

Scott Barnes, the great-grandson of Nellie 

Gail Moulton. He told the colorful, real-life 

adventures of Nellie and her family, who 

over time became major landowners in 

south Orange County. Nellie’s family 

embodied the pioneer spirit. Upon her 

husband’s passing, she took charge of the 

operation of Moulton Ranch. Visit the 

Moulton Museum in Laguna Hills to learn 

more about the family. 



 

  

LOTS OF FUN EVENTS! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

Learning Center Tidbits 
 

Written by Tim Zierer 

I recently finished transcribing another directory to add to the Learning 
Center. I went through the 1940 Orange County Directory and pulled 
out all the names of individuals and businesses with a Tustin address. 
 
I found that in 1940 citrus was still king in Tustin. The occupations listed 
most often were rancher and those connected to the citrus industry such 
as fumigator, tractor operator, and packinghouse worker. Two of the 
largest employers in town were the Utt Juice Company (Main Street) 
and the Tustin Cement Pipe Company (First Street and Newport 
Avenue.) The Irvine Ranch and the Holly Sugar Factory in Santa Ana also 
employed a number of local men. 
 
You may recall that the most interesting occupation I found in the last 
directory I transcribed was “gopher catcher.” This time I came across a 
woman in Santa Ana whose job was listed as “teacher -- lip reading.” I 
wonder how many students she taught and if she was able to make a 
living in this unique occupation. 
 
In 1940, downtown Tustin businesses included the bank, hardware 
store, and several grocery stores and service stations. Additionally, there 
was a meat market, drugstore, dry cleaner, billiard parlor, nursery, and 
two beauty shops. Surprisingly, there were still two blacksmith shops in 
town at this time.  
 
The directory also revealed the most popular women’s names of the 
period. Besides the always popular Mary, the most commonly listed 
names for women in Tustin in 1940 were Florence, Mildred, Myrtle, 
Gladys, Esther, Mabel, Bertha, and Agnes. I was struck that these 
ordinary names at the time are now uncommon. I realize the popularity 
of names is cyclical and wonder if these names will ever come back 
around. 
 
We now have eight Tustin directories in the Learning Center, as well as 
census records, pioneer family profiles, plus information on local 
government, agriculture, businesses, and schools. The next time you are 
in the Museum why don’t you sit down at the Learning Center and take 
a look? 



 

   

 

Do You Know the Story of Enderle Center? 

Compiled by Vicki Gray 

 

Herman and Emma Enderle and three-year-old Maurice moved to Santa 
Ana in 1893. Herman established a metal-working foundry. In two separate 
transactions, Herman and his brother Frank bought 30 acres on the 
southeast corner of Yorba and 17th Streets from the Yorba Family. Herman 
farmed the land and in 1904 built the family home that still stands at 14192 
Yorba Street. 
  
Son Maurice graduated from Stanford University Law School and became 
affiliated with the Stutsman Brothers law firm. In 1917, he enlisted in the 
Army and was wounded three times in battle. He was discharged with the 
rank of Captain. After the war, he served in the County Assessor’s office 
for 31 years, taking on the role of Assessor in 1944. 
 
He married Harriett Owens in 1923. They had two sons: Wallace Owens 
Enderle and Maurice Allan “Al” Enderle. They raised their children in the 
family home on Yorba Street. 
 
Al Enderle first approached the City of Tustin Planning Commission with 
his plan to build Enderle Center in 1973. In 1976, Enderle formed the EMS 
Development Company to build and own the center. The groundbreaking 
ceremony occurred in September 1976. The 12-acre shopping center was 
built by contractor Clyde Mitchell and designed by architect Jim 
Shimozono. 
 
A few of the original tenants are still located in Enderle Center, including 
El Torito Restaurant, Justin Porterfield (gifts), La Galleria (women’s 
apparel), and the 76 service station.  
 
Residents in the area are familiar with Enderle Center’s annual spring and 
holiday events that invite the community for entertainment and food. For 
many years, the annual car show held in the parking lot raised money for 
local charities.  
 



  

 

Brady Michel’s father and mother met while both were teachers at Tustin 
High School. They were married on April 18, 1970, and Brady was born 
on February 2, 1971. He went to elementary school at Tustin Memorial 
and junior high school at Columbus Tustin. Brady played baseball with 
Tustin Eastern Little League and football for Tustin Junior All American. 
He met his future wife while working as the field guy at Tustin Eastern 
Little League when they were 13. They both graduated from Tustin High 
in 1989. Brady attended college at Mt. San Antonio, Irvine Valley, and 
Sonoma State, graduating in 1994. Brady and Rebecca were married on 
November 28, 1998. Brady has been a teacher for 28 years and works in 
the Anaheim Union High School District. Brady and Rebecca have two 
children, Molly and Isaac. They have owned their home in Tustin since 
1999. Brady has been on the Tustin Area Historical Society Board of 
Directors since November 2018. 

Get to Know More About Your  

Board of Directors 

Tim Zierer is in his fourth year as a member of the Board of Directors. 
Born in a small coal mining town in western Pennsylvania, Tim grew up 
in Santa Ana. He and his wife Catherine have lived in Tustin for the last 
thirty-one years. After a long career with the US Postal Service, Tim is 
enjoying retirement, indulging his passion for history by traveling 
throughout the state and country, visiting historic sites, museums, 
presidential libraries, and battlefields. Tim enjoys volunteering as a 
docent at the Museum and has met many interesting people there. He 
has also researched and written many profiles of Tustin pioneers for the 
Museum’s Learning Center. He is chairman of the Programs Committee 
and, along with Donna Marsh Peery, finds speakers for the monthly 
Night at the Museum events. Tim has given numerous talks on Tustin 
history and has co-led a historic cemetery tour. He hopes to continue 
doing more of the same in the future. 

Tim Zierer 
Director 

 

 

Brady Michel 
Director 

Colleen Ma is serving in her second year as a TAHS Board Member. 
Colleen’s love for history began during her studies at UC Santa Barbara 
and her passion for volunteering started after having the first of her nine 
children. She has been a resident of Tustin since 1999, currently residing 
with her husband Mark in Tustin Meadows. She spent many years 
involved with the OC Guild for Infant Survival, school PTO, and school 
booster clubs. She had the mindset, “If my kids are involved, I want to 
be involved.” Colleen works full time, spends time with her 
grandchildren, and loves traveling, crosswords, and baseball games. Her 
hope for the Tustin Area Historical Society is that we continue to reach 
out to our community and share the rich history of Tustin. She feels the 
Museum is such a special place, and she encourages everyone to stop by 
to say hello.  

 

Colleen Ma 
Director 

 



 

 

 

 

ACCESSIONS 
 

Jon Cartwright - Police vest and shirt 
 

Mike Ferdig - City of Tustin Fire Department poster 
 

Danielle Garcia – Her grandfather Chief Glenn Sissel’s 
Tustin Police uniform and badge (loan) 
 

Marc Hawkins - Fire Department patches 
 

Darcey Snow - History of the Snow Family, “Dear 
Charlie” Letters book by Horace Snow 
 

Tustin Police - Memorabilia, patches, gear, clothing 
 

 

HERITAGE is a publication of 

Tustin Area Historical Society 

P.O. Box 185 

Tustin, CA 92781 

Email: tustinmuseum@att.net 
Website: www.tustinhistory.com 

 

2025 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Rick Nelson 

Vice President  Gretchen Whisler 

Recording Secretary  Vicki Gray 

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Irene Jones Brady Michel 

Colleen Ma Susan Reid 

Becky Michel Tim Zierer 

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Tim Zierer 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Membership  Gretchen Whisler 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

Tustin Area Museum 

395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 

(714) 731-5701 

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 

Saturday 11-3 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 
Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual  

($30 or more) 

Household  

($40 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 

($150 or more) 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Contact Vicki Gray if you can 

help with any of the following: 

• Photographing the exterior  

of historic Tustin homes 

• Learning Center data entry 

Departed friend  
we miss - 

Phil Cox 

 

  
Sheriff Deputy Danielle Garcia holds her 

grandfather’s Tustin Police Chief uniform 


