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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear TAHS Members,  

 

As in my July message, I continue to hope and pray you, your family, and friends are in good health. A month 

ago, I personally lost an aunt and cousin who lived back east to COVID-19. As a Museum friend and neighbor, 

please take the appropriate actions to keep yourself safe. Each person and situation is different and always 

know you are not alone; we are all in this together. 

 

On a positive note, although the Museum is currently closed to the public due to COVID-19 restrictions, we 

continue with many TAHS endeavors. We hope to have a Home and Garden Tour and other events and 

programs next year. The major Museum revitalization on the first floor is finished, and now the basement 

archives deserve some help. As of today, 14 out of the 16 goals I originally set last year have been achieved 

and the remaining are in progress. In addition, I have included one more — we started a TAHS Tour Guide 

Certification Program. Kim DeBenedetto and Becky Cameron are our first certified tour guides!  

 

I am especially pleased to announce that Doreen Corwin, who served as our Home and Garden Tour Docent 

Chairwoman numerous times, and Joe Sprekelmeyer, who led our school History-In-A-Box Program, Mobile 

Museum, and Art Contest for many years, have earned our annual Heritage Award for 2020. These dedicated 

volunteers have made such a difference and we value their commitment to TAHS! Congratulations, Doreen 

and Joe! 

 

This past month, we bid goodbye to our longtime office manager, Barbara Hannegan, as well as our facilities 

manager, Bill Finken. Both served TAHS so well for many years. We wish them all the best and extend an 

open invitation to visit the Museum any time (when we are able to publicly reopen!).  

 

Our new office manager is Donna Marsh Peery. Her experience with non-profits is extensive. She has received 

many awards for her community service, including 2010 Tustin Woman of the Year, and is well known as a 

person who gets the job done. She has been a chairperson for the Annual Chili Cook-Off, is currently on the 

boards of the Tustin Community Foundation and Tustin Chamber of Commerce, and serves on the Community 

Service Commission for the Tustin Parks and Recreation Department. 

 

Our 2021 Executive Officers are: Steve Sauers, President; Tiffany Miller, Vice President; Kurt Bensworth, 

Treasurer; and Gretchen Whisler, Recording Secretary. The 2021 Directors are: Pete Beatty, Ivan Bishop, Pat 

Corfield, Brady Michel, Geoff Perea, John White, and new board member Rick Nelson — welcome! 

 

I would like to end with a heartfelt thank you to everyone on the 2019 and 2020 Board, the office staff, and all 

the members who have helped update the Tustin Museum to reflect the ideas of our first TAHS president, 

Vivien Owen. The revitalized Museum truly achieves her goals and more. Lastly, a special note of thanks to 

Tony Coco for serving as our Parliamentarian over the years. The Board misses your guidance and expertise. 

 
Most sincerely, 

Pete 

Pete Beatty, TAHS 2020 President  
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2020 HERITAGE AWARD 

It is with great pleasure that we announce Doreen Corwin and Joe 

Sprekelmeyer as the recipients of the 2020 Heritage Award. Doreen has done 

a phenomenal job as Docent Coordinator for the Home and Garden Tour for 

many years — recruiting and organizing docents for the homes and venues 

on tour day. Joe served as the chairman of the Education Committee for 

countless years, facilitating the many programs aimed at third grade students 

in the Tustin Unified School District. These include the History-In-A-Box trunks, 

the school Museum tours, the Mobile Museum in which TAHS volunteers take 

Tustin history to the schools, and the annual Bollesen Art Contest.  

These two extremely valuable TAHS volunteers have achieved so much 

through their tireless work and are very deserving of this special award! Since 

2014, our Heritage Award has been given to two special people each year, 

typically one man and one woman, who have made a significant contribution 

to the efforts of the Tustin Area Historical Society. 

 



  

 

 

 

Seeking… 
To all TAHS members and friends, Tustin Area Historical Society is 

currently looking for extra help in our Museum Office. This is a part-

time, paid position — two hours on Tuesdays and two hours on 

Thursdays, between 10 am and 3 pm. Please direct inquiries regarding 

this position to Donna, Museum Office Manager, at (714) 731-5701 or 

via email at tustinmuseum@att.net.  

 

Fond Farewell… 
We express our heartfelt 

gratitude as we bid adieu 

to longtime Museum 

facilities manager Bill 

Finken and office manager 

Barbara Hannegan. 

Welcome… 
We greet former TAHS 

board of directors 

member Donna Marsh 

Peery to her new role as 

Museum office manager. 

Her extensive community 

service experience 

includes several 

chairperson and board 

member roles. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Printing Business and commercial cameras 

Susan Archbald Dolls and personal items belonging to Louise Artz 

Judy Arroyo Tustin Presbyterian Church anniversary plate 

Guy Ball Book Sleeper on the Stump 

Edward Martin Tustin News  newspapers from 1938, 1945 and 1946 

Mary Oswell Papers and Tustin High memorabilia (1940-50) belonging to George Oswell 

David Shipley Photo of the Tustin Train Station 

Tustin News Tustin News  photos from pre-1971 

 

RECENT ACCESSIONS 
(ac·ces·sion: a new item added to an existing collection of books, paintings, or artifacts) 

Welcome new members - 

Susan Dobak 
Debbie & Orin Fast 

Laurie Gooch 

Kimberly Silva 

Lorena Tarney 

 

Departed friends we will miss - 

Mary Etzold 

Maury Ross 
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2021 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Steve Sauers 

Vice President  Tiffany Miller 

Treasurer  Kurt Bensworth 

Recording Secretary  Gretchen Whisler 

 
2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Pete Beatty Brady Michel 

Ivan Bishop Rick Nelson 

Pat Corfield Geoffrey Perea 

John White 

 

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 
Donna Marsh Peery 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Gary Siegel 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Displays  Pete Beatty 

Hospitality  Wendy Greene, 

 Judy Siegel 

Membership  Pete Beatty, 

 Tiffany Miller 

Newsletter Editor  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

 

Tustin Area Museum 

395 El Camino Real  

(at Main Street) 

Tustin, CA 92780 

(714) 731-5701 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

 

JOIN TAHS! 

Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual ($25 or more) 

Household ($35 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 

($150 or more) 

REMEMBER TO SUBMIT 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES 


