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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear TAHS Members,

As winter winds its way toward spring the Tustin Area Historical Society is gearing up for our
annual Home and Garden tour. With the theme The Heart of Tustin...Home Grown, this year’s
event will take place on Saturday, May 2. We will be adding more activities, entertainment, cars,
and vendors. Our goal is to offer more diversity while building on our successful past. Mark your
calendars and look for our pre-sale brochure coming in March!

With regard to our Museum Revitalization, our deepest thanks to everyone who donated funds
to make dreams come true. Vivian Owen will get her research center and Joyce and Bill Miller
will see their wish for an updated Museum fulfilled. Dreams can come true if you reach out to
people who care...and that’s you, our members.

After our Home and Garden tour, the Museum will be closed for a few weeks to make the changes
needed. We are dedicated to making the Museum a great place to visit for all ages. We are hoping
to add additional hours, more Saturdays, and a small store offering Museum-related items.

One of the first changes in the Museum was moving the fire engine to the back to give room to
host special events and seminars. We have already hosted two events since the change and are
in the planning stages to hold a series of “Let’s Talk History” get-togethers in collaboration with
the Irvine Historical Society and “Night at the Museum” themed special events.

The Coffee Club is back! Phil Cox has given me the honor of rekindling this Old Town tradition
that began at the corner drugstore around 1940 and continued until it closed. Phil kept the
tradition alive with his prior restaurants, and now the owner of the new restaurant at Cox
Market Plaza will be teaming up with us to host the Coffee Club.

Finally, plan to attend our upcoming General Meeting on Tuesday, February 18 (because of the
Monday holiday) at the Tustin Library at 7 pm. Local author Douglas Westfall will speak about
pioneer aviator Eddie Martin, who created the first airfield in Orange County. This should be
another interesting and entertaining program that you will not want to miss!

Looking forward to another great year!

Most sincerely,
Petle

Pete Beatty, TAHS President

Remember to check out the TAHS website at www. TustinMuseum.com -- on the upper right
side click for additional Museum-related announcements and updates.



JOIN US AT OUR
NEXT GENERAL MEETING!

Tuesday, February 18, 2020, 7:00 pm
Tustin Library Community Room, 345 E. Main Street
Our general meetings are open to the public, free, and include
refreshments!

Hear from local historian, author, and publisher Douglas Westfall how
in the 1930s pioneer aviator Eddie Martin developed the first airfield
in Orange County on a site located a mile north of today’s Orange
County Airport. The Eddie Martin Airport grew to become one of the
most modern in the country for its time, complete with restrooms, a
restaurant, and runway lights, and was used by the likes of Amelia
Earhart and Howard Hughes. Doug will share entertaining stories and
amazing early photographs of the airfield.
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Margaret Pottenger
Turns 90!

On December 15 friends and family
of Margaret Pottenger gathered at
the Museum to celebrate and honor
her numerous contributions to our
local community!

\
THING



ALL TOGETHER NOW

On November 19 the Voices of Tustin community choir
entertained us at our General Meeting held at the Tustin
Library Community Room.

Tony Wong introducing Chris Ring accompaning the group.
the chorus.

Carol Merritt giving some Kaylee Williams impressing
background about the choir. us with her solo.




Spotlight on Our
New Board Members

Donna Marsh Peery

= Mother of 2 and grandmother of 4
= Tustin resident for 54 years

* Tustin Community Services
Commissioner and boardmember
of Chamber of Commerce and
Tustin Community Foundation

* Long-time volunteer

= Passions include history, genealogy,
art, and watching sports | |

Geoff Perea

= Married to Erin and father to 3 young
kids

= Owner of Friends Café in the French
Quarter shopping center (across the
street from Enderle Center)

* Favorite activities include spending
time with his family, being outdoors,
surfing, and fishing

= Favorite food is sushi
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TAHS hosted a volunteer thank

you lunch at the Museum on .: VOlunteer Thank You LunCh
January 11. This was a chance
to enjoy delicious food, chat
with fellow volunteers, and
hear about upcoming Museum
plans. Pete Beatty, Steve
Sauers, Kurt Bensworth, and
Gretchen Whisler reaffirmed
their commitment to continue
in their executive positions for
another year. Also, last year's
boardmembers were honored
with a commemorative 2019
golden spike replica.

Two TAHS teams joined in the
sixth annual Paper Football
Challenge held by the Tustin
Community Foundation at the
Columbus Tustin Activity
Center on February 1.

Team #1: History Buffs - from left Joe
Sprekelmeyer, President Pete Beatty, V.P.
Steve Sauers, former Mayor John Nielsen,
and Board Member John White

Team #2: History Lovers - from left Isaac
Michel, Billy Huse, Mollie Michel, and Board

,,3, Member Brady Michel
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RECENT ACCESSIONS

(ac-cession: a new item added to an existing collection of books, paintings, or artifacts)

Kathy Hansen Magazine “Legacy, The Orange County Story”, 1980
Adrienne Ervin Orange crate labels

Kent Moore Drawing of the Stevens House

Nancy Fox-Clement Household items from the Fox Family collection
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