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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear TAHS Members,  

 

I hope and pray this message finds you, your family, and friends in good health. In March, our 

world changed without warning. Everything we did was altered or stopped by COVID-19. In my 

last message in February, we were ramping up for a bigger and better Home and Garden Tour, a 

major Museum revitalization, and lots of new and fun activities. We had to cancel all our events 

for the year, but a small group of dedicated volunteers and staff, following safety guidelines, 

moved forward with the Museum Revitalization project!   

 

Now, after 40-plus years, the Museum has a new look and feel. We first rebuilt and updated the 

office with new shelves, computers, and a data center to host and save all our historical 

information. Then we removed and stored all our Museum artifacts in preparation for the 

revitalization. We hired trade professionals to refinish the wood floors, upgrade our lighting 

and electrical, and paint the entire Museum interior. Next we purchased new display cabinets, 

exhibit partitions, and display area monitors and computers. We are now buying equipment 

and software for the Vivien Owen Learning Center that will be dedicated to the memory of Bob 

Gray. And finally, we are adding a vintage-themed store located as you enter the Museum. A  

Grand Opening date will be announced shortly after State and local approval. We are complying 

with the Governor’s order regarding reopening of museums in Orange County. 

 

To inform our members, friends, and community about all the Museum upgrades and changes, 

we have posted a series of video interviews entitled “What’s Happening at the Tustin Museum” 

on YouTube.com. We emailed links for the first two videos to our members a few weeks ago. We 

will be posting additional links to all our new video interviews on Tustinmuseum.com.   

 

A new first for the TAHS Board was a Zoom video board meeting held in April, which seemed 

appropriate since our newsletter is now digital and we are sending information and updates 

using email. With our new Museum office Datacenter and Learning Center, which can interface 

with our new monitors, we will have the ability to add webinars, podcasts, Zoom conferencing, 

and instructional classes along with hosting special events, celebrations, and tour groups.  

 

We are looking forward to our Grand Opening and showing you, our members, what your 

generous donations and support have done to make a difference. From myself and the TAHS 

Board...a heartfelt "Thank You!" 

 

Most sincerely, 

Pete 

Pete Beatty, TAHS President  
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Assembling new display cases New lighter color is brighter Original wood floor gets stripped 

Removing window display area 
makes more floor space 

Firetruck gets “roller skates” Moving, clearing, and cleaning 

Museum Revitalization 
Enters the Final Stretch  

 
While many businesses have been 

closed due to the coronavirus pandemic, 

dedicated Tustin Area Museum 

volunteers have been hard at work on 

the Museum revitalization! Check out 

these photos of the progress. 
 

  

Before revitalization began 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

LOOKING BACK… 
 
It may seem ages ago, but at February’s General Meeting 

local historian, author, and publisher Douglas Westfall 

shared stories and photos about the first airfield in Orange 

County developed by pioneer aviator Eddie Martin in the 

1930s. Doug shared with us colorful stories of how the Eddie 

Martin Airport grew to serve notable aviators including 

Amelia Earhart and Howard Hughes. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete Beatty List of railroad routes at LTA Base –1954  

Anthony Bustos Eveready radio from 1929 

Bill Dekard Vintage photos 

Kimberley Donahue Tustin High ephemera from Library Room 

Mark Eliot Tustin Unified School District ephemera 

Tina Gilbertson Tustin Union High School ephemera 

Margaret Greinke Crop records from 230 South A Street  

Linda & Steve Jennings Iron nails from Hewes House 

Denese Menard Vintage household items 

Tiffany Miller Acme Hand Corn Planter from 1900 

Clifford Prather Article “Tustin vs. the Southern Pacific” 

 

RECENT ACCESSIONS 
(ac·ces·sion: a new item added to an existing collection of books, paintings, or artifacts) 

Welcome new members - 

Lucy & Edwin Halverson 
Kristen Merrell 

Patricia Merrell 

Ed & Randi Sawyer 

James Stevens 

Lisa Tally 

Departed friends we will miss - 

Patricia Schellhouse Edwards 
Bill Moses 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Pete Beatty 
Vice President  Steve Sauers 
Treasurer  Kurt Bensworth 
Recording Secretary  Gretchen Whisler 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Ivan Bishop Brady Michel 
A.J. (Tony) Coco Tiffany Miller 

Pat Corfield Donna Marsh Peery 
Carl Eisler Geoffrey Perea 

John White 
 

Parliamentarian 
A.J. (Tony) Coco 

Museum Office Manager 
Barbara Hannegan 

Museum Facilities Manager 
Bill Finken 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Gary Siegel 
Educational Programs  Joe Sprekelmeyer 
Displays  Pete Beatty 
Hospitality  Wendy Greene, 
 Judy Siegel 

Membership  Pete Beatty, 
 Tiffany Miller 
Newsletter Editor  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 
 

Tustin Area Museum 
395 El Camino Real (at Main Street) 

Tustin, CA 92780 
(714) 731-5701 

 

Grand Re-Opening 

Coming Soon 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 

Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 
 

Individual ($25 or more) 

Household ($35 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 

($150 or more) 

Special Donations 

Lucy & Edwin Halverson 

Joe & Dee Sprekelmeyer 
 


