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Your Tustin Area Historical Society newsletter has reached 
yet another peak of reportorial excellence with this issue. 
HERITAGE is the first anywhere to announce the results 

of this year’s 2018 selection of Tustin Area Man and Woman of 
the Year. In so doing, HERITAGE has now scooped not only the 
local Tustin News and OC Register, but the LA and New York 
Times, Pravda and Tass, and every one of the network and cable 
news TV stations in the world.
Here are the results, published for the first time in media:

·	 2017 Tustin Area Man of the Year is Lindburgh 
McPherson. Lindburgh is the very well known and liked 
owner and operator (with his partner Michael Demoratz) 
of Wilcox Manor in Tustin. Among his many ties to 
civic causes and organizations in the city, Lindburgh has 
served as a Board Member of the Tustin Area Historical 
Society and in 2012 and 2013 was in charge of two of 
the most successful Home and Garden tours the Society 
ever produced.

·	 2017 Woman of the Year is Christine Uribe.  Chris is a 
member of the Tustin Community Foundation and a 
founding chairperson of several of their annual events. She 
has been an active member of the Assistance League of 
Santa Ana and has been recognized as TCF’s “Superhero 
of Tustin.”

Only one man per year is selected up until 1957, and only one 
man and one woman per year is selected since 1966—based on 
their outstanding contributions to our community as volunteers. 
In addition, we recently researched and discovered that 26 
(!!) TAHS Board Members and TAHS Charter Members/
Founders are also Tustin Area Man and Woman of the Year 
Life Members. This is certainly worth noting, so here they are 
below—listed in order of the year they were honored as Tustin 
Area Man/Woman of the Year, with their TAHS status noted in 
parenthesis: 

TAHS HERITAGE Scoops All Major and Minor Media
1958	 William Moses II (Charter Member)
1966	 Margaret Pottenger (Board Member)
1975	 Maureen Rischard (Board Member)
1976	 Tony Coco (Board Member/President/Charter Member)
1976	 Vivien Owen (Board Member/President/Founder)
1977	 Bob Hill (Board Member/President/Charter Member)
1978	 Barbara Benson (Board Member)
1979	 Carol Jordan (Board Member/President/Founder)
1983	 Frances Logan (Board Member/Charter Member)
1986	 Margaret Greinke (Board Member/President/Charter Member)
1988	 Dick Edgar (Charter Member)
1991	 Don Biery (Charter Member)
1992	 David Nisson (Board Member/President)
1996	 Juanita Lovret (Board Member/Co-President)
1997	 Dave Bryant (Board Member/President)
2001	 Gary Siegel (Board Member)
2003	 JoAnn Bollesen (Board Member)
2004	 Linda Jennings (Board Member)                                                                                                                                          
2007	 Don Ropele (Board Member)
2007	 Jeanne Brown (Board Member/President)
2010	 Donna Peery (Board Member)
2012	 Wendy Greene (Board Member)
2013	 Bob Ammann (Board Member)
2013	 Gretchen Whisler (Board Member/President)
2014	 Pete Beatty (Board Member)
2016	 Susie McIntosh (Board Member)
2017	 Lindburgh McPherson (Board Member)

Congratulations!

By Tony Coco and Gretchen Whisler

NOTICE: PLEASE SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
In an effort to become more efficient, even the 
history biz has become tech savvy, and TAHS is no 
exception.  Costs for printing and postage continue 
to rise, cutting into the contributions our members 
generously make available for our programs, research, 
and facility upgrades. As a consequence, many of our 
updates already are sent to you via email, and for 
our Fall edition of the Heritage, we are really excited 
to be experimenting with an electronic issue for the 

first time!  Not only will we be able to provide you 
with up-to-the-minute articles, we can include color 
photos of what we’re currently involved in while 
expanding coverage of our activities.
Naturally, if you have no email access, we need to 
know so you can continue receiving a hard copy. 
Piloting our electronic efforts is Laurie Lovret, 
daughter of local history author and long-time 
member Juanita Lovret, and hardly a stranger to 

writing herself.  Having inherited her mother’s 
talent, and possessed of electronic knowledge far 
beyond the rest of us, we are thrilled to welcome 
Laurie to the Heritage!!
Thank you for your support of TAHS in its effort to 
keep you informed.
Please forward your email address to 
www.tustinhistory.com with Attn. Editor 
in the Subject line.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

James and Annette  
    Bartolomucci: 	 Tustin Pythian Sisters Cookbook –  
	     125 Year Celebration

Bridget Kennedy:  	 1886-1968 Centennial Edition of Tustin News

Carolyn Fox: 	 2017 Hewes Middle School  
	     50th Anniversary Yearbook

Kay Arkell:  	 Newspaper article regarding history of  
	     Nieuport 17 Restaurant

Bill and Mary Jay 
    Hockenberry: 	 Secretary desk circa 1800’s – came by covered wagon

Annette Roberts:  	 Vintage high top shoes

Jeanne Brown: 	 Postcards, photos, calendars and other ephemera.

Mark Eliot: 	 2018 Yearbooks, Foothill, Tustin, Hillview and 		
	     Beckman High Schools

Ron Oster:	 1970s Tustin Scrapbooks

Accessions:
Dear TAHS Members,

Summer is here and the living is easy! It is 
certainly a lot easier for our hard-working 
Home & Garden Tour committee, headed by 
Al and Pat Corfield, now that our fun “Shake, 
Rattle & Stroll” day on Saturday, May 5th is in 
the history books. We were blessed the only 
beautiful Saturday in the entire month of May 
as we celebrated our historical homes and 
gardens for the 22nd year. And the next day, all 
our committee members, house docents and 
home owners enjoyed a lovely Thank-You Party 
in the garden of the Wilcox Manor, catered by 
our friends at Roma D’Italia.

Later in May, we were pleased to award our 
Evelyn Furtsch Track & Field Scholarships to 
two deserving Tustin High senior graduates, 
Arlene Peralta and Uriel Castaneda, who each 
received $500 toward their college expenses at 
UC Davis and Cal State Fullerton, respectively. 
Thank you to Bob Ammann, Kurt Bensworth, 
Pete Beatty, Ivan Bishop, Judy Kuykendall, 
Susie McIntosh, David Nisson, Steve Sauers, 
and John White who joined me in donating 
toward these awards this year.

We are very proud of our former board member 
and enthusiastic TAHS member Lindburgh 
McPherson for his recent and well-deserved 
honor as Tustin Area Man of the Year for 2017. 
Congratulations, Lindburgh! Be sure to read a 
related article elsewhere in this issue.

At Tustin’s first Concert in the Park on 
Wednesday, June 13, Tustin Area Historical 
Society provided a sizeable canned food 
donation to Tustin Senior Center, thanks to 

our thoughtful members who either dropped 
off their canned fruit and/or canned vegetable 
donations at the Museum or stopped by 
the Food Drive Booth (hosted by Tustin 
Community Foundation) during the concert. 

TAHS enjoyed participating in Tustin Police 
Department’s Annual Open House, which 
took place on Saturday, June 16. Since we have 
a sizeable collection of Tustin PD memorabilia 
in our Museum archives, we were pleased to 
provide a display at the TAHS Booth, which 
continues to be a popular stop for families and 
children attending the Open House.

Again this year, TAHS is a proud sponsor of 
TACFA’s Annual Broadway in the Park. Mark 
your calendars and contact TACFA for ticket 
information to see “The Little Mermaid” 
playing August 7 through August 11, under the 
stars in Peppertree Park.

After a brief summer hiatus, your TAHS Board 
will meet again in August to make plans for our 
next General Meeting, scheduled for Monday, 
September 17, at 7 p.m., so please mark your 
calendars. We will be meeting at the Tustin 
Senior Center because we have not heard at 
this time when our Tustin Library will open its 
doors after being closed for over one year due to 
water damage. You will receive details in August 
regarding our program for that evening.

Until then, I wish you all a safe and happy 
summer!

Gretchen
Gretchen Whisler
President



Join the Tustin Area Historical 
Society and keep your newsletter 
coming. Please send your dues 
or an additional gift today. Ask a 
friend to join!

ANNUAL DUES: 
January to December

o Individual ($25 or more)
o Household ($35 or more)
o Business/Organization 

($100 or more)
o Special Donation  

($150 or more)

o New 	 o Renewal

Make your check payable to: 
Tustin Area Historical Society 

P.O. Box 185 • Tustin, CA 92781

Name _______________________________

Address _ ____________________________

City _____________  State ___  Zip________

Day phone ___________________________

email address_ ________________________

Visit the

TUSTIN AREA MUSEUM
395 El Camino Real (at Main Street)
Tustin, California 92780

The Museum is staffed and maintained by the Tustin Area Historical Society

Obituary:
Marilyn Manning

Donations to  
Evelyn Furtsch Ojeda  

Scholarship Fund:
Kurt & Sandra Bensworth

Susie McIntosh
Judy Kuykendall

EVELYN FURTSCH OJEDA BROUGHT HOME  
THE GOLD IN ‘32
In the Heritage’s President’s Message, Gretchen 
announces this year’s winners of the TAHS 
Evelyn Furtsch Track and Field Scholarship.  
Just to give you some background on Evelyn, 
she grew up in Tustin, attending Tustin High 
School where she competed in field hockey 
and track.  At the end of her junior year, long 
time THS track coach, Vinnie Humeston, 
encouraged her to try out for the 1932 

Summer Olympics being held in Los Angeles, where she demonstrated the speed Coach 
Humeston had seen during her workouts. To the delight of all who knew her, Evelyn 
brought home an Olympic Gold Medal as a member of the 4 x 100 Meter Relay Team, 
which in 47-seconds set both a new Olympic and a new American record in the sport.  

JANUARY’S VOLUNTEER 
LUNCHEON WAS A HOOT
A number of members who began with the 
Museum in 1976 are still with us and still 
contributing, and although they don’t get 
around town as much as they did when the 
Museum kicked into high gear to celebrate 
the country’s Bicentennial, they absolutely 
enjoy the opportunity to get together to 
exchange gossip and stories of the past. 

A CHILDHOOD PLEASURE  
THAT IS FUN FOR ALL 

No doubt you’ve become aware that 
coloring is all the rage these days, and 
we’re reaching out to Tustin with our 
own projects for kids of all ages.  We’ve 
long had a coloring book with simple 
pictures intended for local children who 
visit the Museum, and now we’re working 
on historical-site placemats for use in 
local restaurants to occupy the young’uns 
while their parents enjoy the rare adult 
conversation.  But it’s not all just about 
the children.  Pencil coloring has spread 
to the adult crowd as an enjoyable way 
to relieve stress, and as an excuse to get 
together, (sort of like the old-timey 
quilting bee, but with a bottle or two 
of wine!).  Many years ago, pen and ink 

drawings of several of Tustin’s Victorian homes were commissioned with an eye 
toward selling them as wall art suitable for framing.  Some have found homes, but 
we recently realized they might also lend themselves to colored pencils and become 
local examples of San Francisco’s Painted Ladies.  While most Victorians were 
originally white, there’s no reason they can’t take on the colors of your 1880s dream 
homes.  We’ve decided we really need to experiment ourselves to be sure this works 
well, so after we’ve had time to settle down during the summer with a little of that 
wine and a box of colored pencils, we’ll let you know if it still seems a good idea.
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NEXT MEETING
To Be Announced 

Tustin Senior Center Lounge

200 South C Street, Tustin

YOUR GENEROSITY OVERWHELMS US
The Home Tour was a tremendous success, thanks in large part to 
the Sponsors and Underwriters who make it possible to offer such 
a great event each year.  We can never thank you too many times.

Underwriters
Enderle Center  •  Saddleback Chapel Mortuary

Tustin Community Bank  •  Wilcox Manor
Sponsors

Alison Lane of Seven Gables  •  Blue Buoy Swim School
Karen Johnson of North Hill Realty  •  RE/MAX Partners

Perez Brothers/Own It Now Realty Team 
Tustin Preservation Conservancy

THE NEW FACE IS MELISSA JORDAN,  
SUMMER INTERN EXTRAORDINAIRE
As you’re no doubt aware, we’re always asking for help, and in 
June it arrived in the person of Melissa.  She attends college 
back East with the grandson of former TAHS president Al 
Corfield, and she has jumped in enthusiastically, working hard 
on exhibits both new and old, Museum policies (who knew 
old-time taxidermy involved arsenic – certainly not us nor our 
ancient Santa Ana Mountains bear head in the display case), 
and just generally bringing us into the 21st century. If you spot 
her slaving away in the office, be sure to say “Hello”!

OLD PHONE BOOKS AND  
BUSINESS DIRECTORIES NEEDED

We love all things vintage, of course, and for much of 
our research, we depend heavily on old directories along 
with city maps, Old Town store receipts, and the like.  
That said, do you have an old phone book squirreled 
away in a seldom used closet, cupboard or drawer?  A 
receipt from a store that no longer exists here?  Brochures 
from a “new” community of homes, or a menu from a 
long-ago restaurant? As much as we treasure such items, 
so do silverfish which silently destroy paper items when 
the lights are out and no one is watching. Don’t provide 
free meals for the insects! Before you downsize or go on a 
cleaning binge and throw away these “useless” books and 
such from the Tustin area, take a moment to wonder if 
they might be useful to the Museum where we can benefit 
from, and store them, in museum-quality boxes.  If, like 
many of us, you’re guilty of saying to yourself, “Oh, they’re 
just from the 1950s – nobody would want THOSE,” 

think again.  Unlike 
the warning in a car’s 
rearview mirror, what 
is reflected in these 
records is farther in 
the distance than you 
might think. 


