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Shake, Rattle fEnd §treoll

Is Tustin an authentic town with turn-of-the-century business
buildings? Absolutely. Does it boast a walkable neighborhood
of homes built between the 1880s and the 1930s? You bet!
Can you tour the town on a real horse-drawn trolley like the
ones once used to bring train passengers to Tustin before the
automobile age? Why, yes, we will have one of those for the
Tour!! And does strolling the streets of Old Town during our
tour give you a feel for small-town life 100+ years ago? Yes,
Yes, and YES!!! Then what are you waiting for? Strap on your
strolling shoes and get ready to enjoy
rocking and rolling through this
year’s Home Tour.

All of your favorite events will be
returning, and for the first time,
the Preservation Conservancy will
lead a guided Main Street Walk
offering the opportunity to learn
in depth about the wonderful

old homes there. The May Pole
dance, bringing to mind May Day
celebrations a century and more
ago and carried out in the lovely
Pankey front yard, has become

THROUGH THIS YEAR’S HOME TOUR
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1 a good walk with Guy, what could

be more appealing than a stop in
the Refreshment Area followed by a
horse-drawn carriage ride through
Old Town Tustin? Then you'll be
ready to explore the wonderful
vintage homes and gardens open for
our Tour this year. Each is distinctly

a tremendous success. At its
inception, it was intended to be
merely an exhibition, but now it has
grown to incorporate children from
the audience so that they might one
day be able to carry on the tradition
wherever they eventually put down roots with their own
families.

The quilts are back and absolutely exquisite, thanks to the
talents of the Flying Geese Quilt Guild members. They’ll be
on display in the Presbyterian Church’s Community Room.
Live 1950s musical entertainment will be featured during
Opening Ceremonies, and a mid-day dance exhibition at Mrs.
B’, as well as music in the always lovely McCharles House
Garden. Guy Stivers' Tree Walk is always enjoyable, and after

Saturday, May 5, 2018

9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

different, and each has a story to
tell.

Our yearly Home Tour is very
important to us as the only large
fund raiser to support our History
in a Box Program for Tustin’s third-
grade classrooms, our general open-to-the-public meeting
programs, and the maintenance of our historical collections.
Tickets can be purchased pre-sale for a discount either in
person or through PayPal on our website www.tustinhistory.
com, and both they and Opportunity Prize tickets will also

be available the day of the Home Tour in the patio of Tustin
Presbyterian Church and in the Refreshment Area.

Tustin is a wonderful town with a wonderful past, and we hope
you will come out to enjoy its charm as much as we do!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Gretchen Whisler
Vice President Bob Ammann
Treasurer Kurt Bensworth
Recording Secretary Tiffany Miller

DIRECTORS

Pete Beatty Judy Kuykendall
Ivan Bishop Susie McIntosh
A.J. (Tony) Coco Steve Sauers
Pat Corfield John White

Parliamentarian AlJ. (Tony) Coco

Museum Office Manager Barbara Hannegan

Museum Facilities

Manager Bill Finken

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Educational Programs Joe Sprekelmeyer

Displays Pete Beatty
Hospitality Wendy Greene,
Judy Kuykendall
Membership Pete Beatty,
Tiffany Miller
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Publicity Guy Ball
Webmaster Guy Ball
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New Members:

John Nielsen
Garrison DeVine
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Museum Hours
Every Tuesday and Thursday
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Open to Visitors, Admission is Free

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It is springtime in Tustin! Ever notice
how the days start to fly by this time of
year? And then suddenly, one day we start
taking a closer look at our gardens—and
also perhaps that spare room that has
quietly become a major storeroom in the
house—and realize that winter is over
and we need to start weeding (both in the
garden and in the house)!

Your TAHS board and committees are
taking time away from their spring
cleaning to carry out Museum and
fundraising responsibilities—our major
fund raiser is just weeks away! Hope you
have circled your calendar—and better
yet, purchased your pre-sale ticket—for
our wonderful annual home & garden
tour. This year, we will “Shake, Rattle
& Stroll... Thru Old Town Tustin,” with
a nod to the 1950s—both in style and
music—on Saturday, May 5%! Don’t miss
what is certain to be a fun day. What I
especially enjoy about this event is seeing
so many friends and neighbors having a
wonderful day during what has become
a rite of spring in our community. Won’t
you join us—and bring friends!

With the recent demise of our community
paper, The Tustin News, we want to
remind everyone that we were able to scan
and digitize old issues—with full years

of community news, starting in the mid-
1950s and up through the year 2000. In
our Museum, you can easily search and
print articles about people and events in
Tustin over a 50-year period! While free
to TAHS members, this service is also
available to the public for a nominal fee.
So come down and try it out—docents
and office staff will be happy to assist
you. Tustin Area Historical Society had
the foresight to not only save the original
issues (we have the only known collection
of The Tustin News) but to preserve them as
well for future generations to enjoy. Back
in the day, these issues contained as much
as 20 pages each week—with an average
of at least 10 pages each week over 50
years—containing news items about our
organizations, our schools, our churches
and our businesses. News photographers
were always busy—consistently taking
pictures of parent volunteers, students
and athletes at our schools, as well as our
city officials and our church members.
No event went unnoticed and each one
was documented through enriching news
articles (and great columns by our own
Juanita Lovret, and Jill Leach and Glenna
Weatherman). So....make sure you ask to
view our scanned Tustin News issues when
you next visit the Museum!

Whisler

President

Guy Ball

Jeanne Brown
teacher Diane Larson

Jose M. Roble

Book, “Sleeper on the Stump”

Quilt made by class at Beswick School in 1976,

Landscape photo of WWI Company L, 160* Infantry

Tustin Union HS Yearbooks: 1938, 1939, 1940 and 1941

W-2 Statement for ]. Maloney from Bill Moses at

Jerry King
taken in local mountains
Beverly Moore
Tom Maloney
Tustin News, 1967
John Pollock

Aerial photos of Orange County taken by MCAS(H),
circa 1960’s and 1970’

01 May 1921 edition of Santa Ana Daily Register




CANDY STRIPES
WERE ALL THE
RAGE IN 1930

As the Historical Society contemplates
its annual Home Tour, it seems a good
time to revisit the history of buildings
— some still standing, some vanished

— that once were woven into the fabric

of Tustin. This article involves the

“vanished” variety. Many people are only familiar with Tustin since it’s become “Old
Town” cute, but back in its mid-century years, El Camino Real was US Hwy 101,

the major road between Los Angeles and San Diego, and in order to catch the eye of
freight haulers, the few-and-far-between restaurants along its rural 150 miles needed to
stand out in some way. A small restaurant on the SE corner of 2™ Street, listed in the
1931 Directory as the Auto Court Café, went through several vaguely unsavory (seen
through today’s lens) name changes until thankfully, in 1949, the restaurant with candy
striped awnings went through its final name change to become Ruby’s Café, the sort of
place where even Tustin families could eat without raising local eyebrows. Long after
the 5 Fwy siphoned away the commercial and vacation traffic, Ruby’s remained the
lunchtime hub of downtown businessmen and ranchers, and an unpretentious dinner
destination for a quick bite with the kids. The building’s 1990 razing was met with no
small degree of protest, leaving behind only nostalgia and a dirt lot.

This story, though, is intended to highlight another white stucco restaurant with red
tiled roof and candy-striped awnings that was in the business of feeding motorists ten
years before Ruby’s. Sadly, its eventual demise was little remarked, and even among
Tustin’s longest-lived residents, few remember the red-and white striped metal awnings
of this cheerful little bit of history. Listed in the 1922 Directory as Tustin Café
(Proprietor H.T. Kiser), its El Camino Real property appears to have been purchased
for construction of the 1928 Woodward Building, within which it re-opened in 1930.
By the time of the accompanying 1955 Tustin News photo, it had been renamed
Vern’s and was again free-standing, sharing the SE corner of 3 Street with Carson &
Golding’s Shell Station, a fortuitous pairing on that major thoroughfare. One resident
who lived briefly as a small child in the house next door in its early years remembers it
for the ice cream it served, and not surprisingly for the gum stuck beneath the booths’
tables! She said its customers were a wide mix of truckers, travelers, and farmers, but
she didn’t remember families so much. By 1959, both the Shell station and Vern’s were
only a memory, and for many years preceding “Old Town”, Tustin could no longer
support a two-cafe downtown. Just look at us now!

PRESERVING THE SPOKEN WORD

From the very beginning of TAHS, we have hosted the occasional Pioneer Panel for
your enjoyment at our General Meetings, and we've recorded them all on cassette tapes.
Our Pioneers, many of them no longer with us, have run the gamut of Tustin life both
in the town and in the field, and for years we've been reminding ourselves that those
tapes won't last forever and we need to do something about them. Now we have, finally
purchasing the necessary equipment for the task thanks to your financial support of
TAHS, and those irreplaceable old tapes are in the process of being transferred to CDs
with an eye toward not only preserving Tustin’s history, but also toward making copies
available to our members. In the process of determining if the tapes are both clear and
able to hold up during the transfer process, it’s been fun to hear some of our once well-
known voices telling stories again about Tustin as it used to be.

Obituary:
Jack Northrup

Special Donations:
Linda Kelly - PEO

| Join the Tustin Area Historical |
Society and keep your newsletter

| coming. Please send your dues |
or an additional gift today. Ask a

| friend to join! |

| ANNUAL DUES: |

January to December
| (A Individual ($25 or more) |
| @ Household ($35 or more) |

| [d Business/Organization |
($100 or more)

| 13 Special Donation |
($150 or more)

| (d New [ Renewal |

| Make your check payable to:
Tustin Area Historical Society
| P.O.Box 185 « Tustin, CA 92781 |
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MAY MEETING

Monday, May 21, 201 8
7:00 p.m.
Tustin Senior Center Lounge
200 South C Street, Tustin

Speaker: Richard H. Dodd
Architectural Historian

«The Evolution of Archltectural
Styles in Orange County”

(the third in his series of lectures)

CALIFORNIA’S ARCHITECTURE

EVOLVES
Richard H. Dodd,

one of California’s

premiere architects for
almost as long as many
of us have lived here,

is joining us tonight

to present the final
chapter in his trilogy on
California architecture
with “The Evolution

of Architectural Styles
in Orange County”.
When he was last here, we enjoyed a fascinating glimpse

into the construction “hows and whys” of the early Mission
buildings, and on Monday, May 21, we'll learn how that early
architecture has manifested itself in a new century to fit a new
California lifestyle. His buildings tell the story of Southern
California; who we were, who we are, and who we will be in
the future. His homes are not just walls built on foundations,
but are instead an endemic part of this great cultural
experiment which the country has watched evolve here for 150
years. We hope you can join us in the Tustin Senior Center for
an entertaining and educational evening.

O Fange  County

DEL PINKNEY, TUSTIN PD
HISTORY KEEPER

Deeply disturbing on many levels is the unexpected passing
of any of Tustin’s police officers, but Del will be especially
missed by many of us within TAHS since he'd become almost
a “regular” at the Museum. Recognizing a need to preserve the
police department’s history, he came through our doors often
with examples of recently replaced equipment, uniforms, and
ephemera for us to accession and curate. This has enabled

us to present a TAHS table with our own literature while
manning several tables of seldom seen items for the public to
examine during the Police Department’s yearly Open House.
We always enjoyed Del’s visits and will forever be indebted to
him for helping us in our quest to preserve what is important
to Tustin’s past.




