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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear TAHS Members, 
 
Can you believe it, more than half of 2022 is behind us?  
 
It has been a great year so far for the Historical Society. Our Night at the 
Museum events have been very successful, and we are planning to have more 
on a regular basis. The most recent was June 10th and featured Bruce Junor who 
talked about his time working with Carroll Shelby and the Mustang GT350. It 
was a sellout. 
 
This year’s Home and Garden Tour is going to be Saturday, September 24th and 
is shaping up nicely. We currently have four homes and one garden lined up, and 
we anticipate at least one more home and a couple more gardens. We also are 
planning a vintage camper and classic car show, a wine and beer garden, live 
music, and much more, so be sure to save the date. It takes over 100 volunteers 
to make the event successful, so we are looking for your help. 
 
After a two-year hiatus due to COVID-19, the third-grade school tours resumed, 
and we had four schools participate at the end of the school year. We are 
looking forward to all the elementary schools visiting us next year. Educating 
our youth about Tustin history is important to me.  
 
We have had a few changes to the Board of Directors since the last newsletter. 
I want to thank Geoff Perea, who has stepped down, for all his hard work. I want 
to welcome Tim Zierer as our newest board member. Tim is retired from the 
United States Postal Service and is a great addition to the board. 
 
I want to personally thank everyone who continues to support the Historical 
Society. It takes all of us working together to keep doing what we are doing. 
Hope to see you at our upcoming events. Thank you again for your support. 
 

Sincerely, 
Steve 

Steve Sauers, TAHS President 
 



  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Pro Tem  

Barry W. Cooper 

spoke at the General 

Meeting held in 

February. 

Bruce Junor discussed 

working with Carroll 

Shelby on the Mustang 

GT350 at a Night at the 

Museum in June. 

Tim Zierer gave a 

second Night at the 

Museum Civil War 

presentation in April. 

 

 



  

 

After a two-year break due to COVID-19, everyone 

was excited to again offer Museum tours to local 

third graders in TUSD. Here Joe Sprekelmeyer 

leads a tour. Steve Sauers, Kurt Bensworth, Tim 

Zierer and Laurie Lovret also served as docents for 

the recent school tours. Participating schools 

included Tustin Memorial Academy, Arroyo, Peter’s 
Canyon and Guin Foss Elementary. 

They’re Back! 



 

  

We need volunteers!  
Contact Doreen Corwin at (714) 838-1446 or edfcorwinshane@sbcglobal.net 

Homes 

Vintage 

Campers 

Wine & 

Beer 

Garden 
Gardens  

Classic 

Cars 

Live 

Music 

 
 

Home and Garden 
Tour 

  Remember to save the date… 

Saturday, September 24, 2022  



  

 

 

 

 

Judy Ann Kuykendall was born in 1935, the only daughter of George A. Broomell 

and Mary (nee Dunstan) Broomell. Judy came from a line of Tustin pioneers on her 

mother’s side—Judy’s maternal great-grandfather was a fruit grocer in the area in the 

late 1800s/early 1900s, and her grandfather John H. Dunstan was a rancher on land 

located near the intersection of 17th and Yorba Streets. Judy’s father was a mining 
engineer whose career took him to Chile, the Philippines (where Judy lived as a 

toddler) and Africa, but the family’s home base was always Tustin. Both of her 
parents were graduates of Tustin Union High School. Her father was a Tustin Union 

High School Board Member and a Tustin City Council Member.  

Judy graduated from Tustin Union High School in 1953, where she excelled in track 

among other activities. She went on to graduate from Long Beach State (now 

California State University at Long Beach) with a teaching degree and taught for a 

time at Foothill High School. A stunning and talented beauty, Judy was a candidate 

for homecoming queen in college, as well as a candidate for Tiller Queen in 1957 in 

her hometown of Tustin. 

Tustin Area Historical Society was truly blessed to have Judy join its board of 

directors starting in 2013. She continued to serve faithfully as a board member for the 

next six years. During that time, she was actively involved in planning the Home and 

Garden Tour each year and volunteered with a variety of TAHS events. She served 

on the TAHS Evelyn Furtsch Ojeda Scholarship Committee, dedicating both her time 

and funds to help provide scholarships to student athletes who excelled in track at 

Tustin High School. 

Judy was a quiet donor to the Museum, always ready to help financially where and 

when needed. She was warm, fun and enthusiastic in her love of Tustin history and 

the Tustin Area Historical Society in particular. She passed away earlier this year and 

is greatly missed by everyone who knew her. 

Remembering 
Judy Kuykendall 

 April 21, 1935 - February 15, 2022  



  

 

Juanita Cluster 
 

April 14, 1929 – June 25, 2022 

Longtime TAHS member Juanita Elaine Cluster passed away peacefully in her 

hometown Tustin. Her family had strong ties to Tustin and her mother, Alice 

Cozad Cluster, was born here at the turn of the twentieth century. As a young 

child, Juanita attended Tustin Grammar School and later Tustin High School. At 

the tender age of eight she started work at the Utt Juice Company filling glass 

jars with boysenberry jam for Knott’s Berry Farm. Growing up she loved 

accompanying her father Cassius (Cash) Cluster on his service route providing 

oil and gas to the local ranchers and orange growers. As an adult, she often 

spoke of these times she spent enjoying the company of her father and exploring 

areas outside the small town of Tustin. Later at Orange Coast College, she 

earned her degree in business, which led to a lifelong career with local auto 

dealerships, first with L.D. Coffing Dodge in downtown Santa Ana for 15 years 

and then Renfree Volkswagen in Orange for 21 years. 

 
Besides being a member of TAHS, Juanita also belonged to Trinity Presbyterian 

Church and Tustin Area Women’s Club. She was known for her elaborate 

luncheon table decorations and took great delight in surprising the attendees 

with her fabulous creations each month. The large tree in the front yard of her 

home on Prospect Avenue was always adorned with decorations for each 

holiday, bringing a smile to every passerby. Juanita will be remembered fondly. 



  

 

The Tustin Area Man and Woman of the Year Committee 

recently announced their selection for 2021 Man of the Year 

and Woman of the Year – congratulations to Mark Eliot and 

Kim DeBenedetto! Both have contributed their time and 

talent to a variety of nonprofit organizations in the Tustin 

community, but especially to TAHS.  

Mark Eliot's contributions to TAHS include: 

Serving as the liaison between TAHS and TUSD, facilitating TAHS 
programs for third graders including History in a Box, school tours, and 
the annual Bollesen Art Contest 

Promoting TAHS events, including yearly distribution of the Home and 
Garden Tour flyer to all school sites and district staff 

Helping Carol Jordan create TAHS's "Tustin Is My Hometown" coloring 
book for TUSD elementary students 

Kim DeBenedetto's contributions to TAHS include: 

Helping to revise the curriculum for the History in a Box school 

program 

Co-writing and narrating several Tustin Area Museum virtual tour 

videos during the pandemic 

Serving as a tour docent on the horse-drawn trolley during annual 

Home and Garden Tours 

 

 



 

Jared Chandler  Early photos of Tustin and Orange 

Margaret Clark  Clark family history                       

Phil & Linda Cox  Cox family photos                           

Drew DuBois  1964 Fire Manual                            

Bonnie Fletcher  Framed portraits of John and Lena Wing  

Shirley Lill  Ed and Libby Pankey book                 

Kevin Olson  Tustin High yearbooks from 1970-71                  

Randi Sawyer  Tustin High football programs                   

 

 

    

RECENT ACCESSIONS 
(ac·ces·sion: a new item added to an existing collection of books, paintings, or artifacts) 

 

TAHS participated in the Tustin Community Foundation’s 
Paper Football Challenge held in March. 

 

 

 

 
We received a $100 participation award and an additional 

$100 for having the oldest player, Pete Beatty! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome new members - 

B. Lynn Crowell Michael Landon 

Elaine Dove Paul Loya 

Bob & Sharon Gomez J. Nicholas Nisson 

Gabriel Groen Douglas Rundquist 

Dave Hackett, North Hills Realty  Hal & Marilyn Thoms 
  

Departed friends we will miss – 

Juanita Cluster, Judy Kuykendall 
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Website: www.tustinhistory.com 

 

2022 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Steve Sauers 

Vice President  Rick Nelson 

Treasurer  Kurt Bensworth 

Recording Secretary  Marilyn Thoms 
 

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Ivan Bishop John Nielsen 

Lloyd Boucher Gretchen Whisler 

Pat Corfield Tim Zierer 

Brady Michel  
  

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Steve Sauers 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Displays  Steve Sauers 

Membership  Rick Nelson 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

Tustin Area Museum 
395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 
(714) 731-5701 

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 
Saturday 11-3 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 

Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual ($30 or more) 

Household ($40 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 

($150 or more) 

F O L L O W  U S  O N  

   FACEBOOK 

@TustinAreaHistoricalSociety 

TWITTER 
@TustinHistory 

 

 

Thank you to Tony Ochoa, 
Recreation Program 
Assistant at the Tustin 
Senior Center, for coming 
to the Museum to instruct 
our staff and volunteers 
how to use Zoom for our 
online meetings. He did a 
great job, and we are so 
appreciative! 

 

Thank You! 


