
 

  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear TAHS Members,  
 
I hope that you and your families are in good health and are getting through this 
season in your lives. 
 
The past four months have been an interesting time for the Historical Society. The 
Museum re-opened in January, and we have seen a steady increase in the number 
of people who visit, which is encouraging. We have officially opened the Museum 
Store, which was the vision of Pete Beatty, and it has proven to be a real asset to 
the Museum. We have several new docents who have stepped up, including a few 
from the Tustin Area Women’s Club that meets monthly at the Museum. 
 
As you know, this is the second year that we couldn’t hold the Home and Garden 
Tour; so, to make up for it we have had a few smaller fund raisers. We have 
organized two Night at the Museum events in which we brought in guest 
speakers. The first one featured Mayor Letitia Clark who talked about growing up 
in Tustin. The second was Marlin Clark who talked about winning the Soapbox 
Derby in Nebraska in 1948. Both were well received, and we are planning more for 
the future. We are currently in the planning stages for our 2022 Home and Garden 
Tour that will be held on May 7, 2022, so mark your calendars. 
 
One saving grace was that we received a Covid Relief Grant in the amount of 
$15,000, which really helped financially. Thank you, Gretchen Whisler, for all your 
hard work.  
 
We are heading in the right direction; we are making a conscientious effort to 
grow our membership, which is proving fruitful. One of the things that I see and 
like is the increase in activity in Old Town Tustin. People are getting out and 
enjoying life again. 
 
I want to personally thank everyone who has helped us with our goals for your 
continued support of the Tustin Area Historical Society. 
 

Sincerely, 

Steve 

Steve Sauers, TAHS President 
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DON’T MISS THE UPCOMING 

GENERAL MEETING!  

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 

7 PM  
 Friends Café, 17391 17th Street, Tustin 

 

 

Our guest speaker will be Gina L. Osborn, a Tustin 

native, dynamic public speaker and podcast host. 

Gina spent 28 years in law enforcement as a 

Counterintelligence Special Agent in the United 

States Army and a Special Agent with the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation. Her assignments included 

investigating counterterrorism, organized crime, 

and cyber and computer forensics. She is the host of 

the podcasts Behind the Crime Scene and Lead Like 

a Lady. 



  

 

 

 

At a special tribute held at the Tustin Senior Center on 

Saturday, September 11, Angie Kardashian spoke about her 

efforts serving meals to the Marines and over a hundred New 

York City Fire Companies immediately after the tragic events 

of 9/11.  

This gathering, which was organized by TAHS, Tustin Host 

Lions, and Tustin American Legion Post 227, was well 

attended with approximately 100 participants. Orange County 

District Attorney Todd Spitzer, Assemblyman Steven Choi, 

and Orange County Supervisor Don Wagner were present. 

The Tustin Police Color Guard presented the colors, Tony 

Coco led the Pledge of Allegiance, and Angie received a 

special proclamation in recognition of her generous service.   

 

 

 

9/11 SPECIAL TRIBUTE 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Mayor Letitia Clark 

 spoke about  

growing up in Tustin 

 

 

 

RECENT 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM  

EVENTS 
 

Marlin Clark  

discussed winning the 

Nebraska Soapbox Derby  

in 1948 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

Museum open Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 & Saturday 11-3 

 

Have you seen the Tustin area aerial photos hanging in the Museum? The 

images were taken in 1946, 1955, and 1962. Come by the Museum to 

take a look! They are very popular. Try to find your home or business or 

see what your area looked like before the population boom of the 1960s! 

 



 

Kurt Bidinger MCAS fire service logs 

Ivan Bishop Book Man & the Environment,  

 American Legion meeting attendance and minutes from 1960s 

Edgar Bullington OC Theater program  

Pam Crawley Lighter Than Air Base research by David Crawley 

Vicki Gray Photos of William and Louise Vance Gray and Robert Gray 

Jayne Hamil Tustin Playhouse programs, photos, and news articles 

Mary Kelly Kelly family photo 

George Oswell Tustin High School memorabilia 

Roma D’ Italia Menu from 1961 

SA Preservation Society Fire pins 

Jerry Soxman  Blacksmith tools 

Ruth Sullivan Rosters from the Tustin Volunteer Fire Department 

TUSD Miscellaneous yearbooks 

    

RECENT ACCESSIONS 
(ac·ces·sion: a new item added to an existing collection of books, paintings, or artifacts) 

 

Welcome new members - 

Margit Aarom Carl & Lori Gabrielson 

Carolina Abdelaal Larry & Gail Hitchcock 

AnneMarie du leBohn Eric Johnson 

Marlin Clark Victoria McDonald 

Pamela Crawley George Menges 

Curtis & Gina Cummins Paul Schultz 

Karen Dryer Sheila Shelton 

Sherie Dunbar Arlene Simmons 

 Steve Wimmer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome recent business members - 

Rehmani & Associates, owned by North Tustin resident Suzanne M. Rehmani, offers more than 
twenty years of experience practicing law, focusing on estate planning, wills, probate, trust 
administration, guardianships, conservatorships, and business entity formation. Rehmani & 
Associates provides the highest quality legal services with an attentive, personal style, and has a 
reputation for honesty, hard work, and intelligent legal practice.  www.rehmanilawfirm.com 
 
The Golden Dreidle, located at 725 El Camino Real in Tustin, features contemporary, artist-
designed Jewish items for your home, gifts, holidays, and celebrations. Golden Dreidle also offers 
a variety of beautiful Chuppah rentals for your wedding. Golden Dreidle has been offering quality 
products and great customer service since 1991. You can also view their vast selection via their 
website.  www.goldendreidle.com 
 
Checker Box Donuts is a mobile catering service proudly based in Tustin. Checker Box Donuts 
serves crowds of all sizes, from parties as small as 50 to as large as 1000+! Checker Box’s mini 
donuts are made hot and fresh at your site! Guests can sugar and top their own customized 
creations. Your donuts, your way! Coffee available too!  www.checkerboxdonuts.com 
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2021 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

President  Steve Sauers 

Vice President  Tiffany Miller 

Treasurer  Kurt Bensworth 

Recording Secretary  Gretchen Whisler 

 
2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Ivan Bishop Rick Nelson 

Lloyd Boucher John Nielsen 

Pat Corfield Geoffrey Perea 

Brady Michel Marilyn Thoms 

 

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Gary Siegel 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Displays  Steve Sauers 

Hospitality  Judy Siegel 

Membership  Tiffany Miller 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

Tustin Area Museum 
395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 
(714) 731-5701 

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 
Saturday 11-3 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 

Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual ($30 or more) 

Household ($40 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 

($150 or more) 

F O L L O W  U S  O N  

   FACEBOOK 
@TustinAreaHistoricalSociety 

TWITTER 
@TustinHistory 

 

Happy Birthday to  

Libby Pankey 

who recently celebrated 

104 years! 


