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DID YOU RING?

Continued on page 3

A 
very funny email has been circling the internet 

recently containing phrases that have slipped 

from the popular lexicon, phrases that were once 

common but, because of technology, culture and general 

modernization, younger generations no longer relate to.  

They’re the phrases our grandparents and parents used, and 

therefore ones even the Boomer generation heard often 

enough growing up to understand, but now allude to things 

so far in the past that they lack all relevance.  “Did you 

ring?” is one of those phrases from 

the Dark Ages of technology, and 

it reminds me of an instrument 

that was once a marvel, but is now 

taken for granted.

Phones don’t ring any more – they 

make all manner of other sounds 

to signal that someone is calling, 

but a ring usually isn’t one of them.  

There was a time, though, when 

the ring of a house phone caused a 

flurry of excitement, anticipation, 

or occasionally dread, back a 

hundred years ago when these instruments of the new 

technology were firmly and inconveniently hard-wired on 

the wall about five feet off the floor, as it wasn’t expected that 

the person using it would sit down.  If the message couldn’t 

be conveyed in under a minute, it would have been better to 

have sent it by mail (an attitude that  left many a grandchild, 

decades later, standing on a chair pulled up to the house 

phone in order to dial or be heard over it).  Telephones of 

that era, amazing as they were, were barely a step above the 

telegraph, just located conveniently in the home.  So rare 

were they that telephone directories for Orange County 

were barely in  circulation until the first quarter of the 

new century.  Until then, directories contained names and 

addresses (placement of the house on the street, actually), 

and usually a reference to the individual’s employment, 

either outside or in the home. 

It was two decades after the turn of the century before direct 

dial became common, and Tustin had its own telephone 

operator to complete a call to anywhere the caller wished……

or almost anywhere, as long as  the same telephone company 

was subscribed to by both parties.  Tustin’s operator, an 

agent in 1903 of both the Home Telephone Company 

and the Sunset Telephone Company, placed calls through 

both companies from her switchboard in a back room 

of the First National Bank.   Both companies had been 

granted franchises here, and while competition is usually 

beneficial, in this case it was 

just inconvenient.  Customers 

of one company couldn’t 

speak with customers of the 

other, and businesses found it 

necessary to have two phones 

in order to be accessible to 

all their clientele.   In spite of 

that drawback, however, most 

Tustin homes were connected, 

and for the households who 

weren’t, women often became 

fast friends with a neighbor 

who was.  The two companies were finally integrated into 

the newly-formed Southern California Telephone Company 

in 1918, and direct dial was introduced at that time, but 

not for everyone.  That more sophisticated automation was 

mainly reserved for the urban areas, consigning rural areas 

in the rest of the state to the Party Line system which, while 

superior to operator-assisted local calls, provided buckets-

full of frustration, anger, and occasional entertainment to 

the great consternation of many of its customers. 

For those of you who missed the party line decades, each 

line consisted of several customers who had to “share”, and 

not necessarily with customers in the same block or even the 

same part of town.  While each house had a phone number 

of its own, the only way to tell whose call was “ringing in” 

was to count the number of rings generated by the automatic 

switching equipment.  It’s doubtful if there were many 

party lines made up of more than 8 homes, as that would 
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Since this will be our last newsletter for 
the year, let me take this opportunity 
to wish everyone a Happy Holiday and 
New Year, and to express my personal 
thanks for all of your support during 
2015.  Nothing is more important 
to a volunteer organization than the 
support, both financial and personal, 
of its members, and yours is deeply 
appreciated.  

I believe we have had a fairly 
successful year but still have many 
challenges ahead of us, or perhaps I 
should say opportunities to pursue.  
Besides the successful completion and 
participation in our usual projects 
such as the Promenade and Home 
Tour, the 3rd grade Museum Tours, 
the Joanne Bollesen Art Contest, 
and History in the Box, by the time 
you are reading this we will have 
completed a major milestone for the 
Society.  Almost 46,000 pages of the 
Tustin News from 1929 to 2000 will 
have been converted to digital form 
and made available on the Museum 
computers and at Newspapers.com.  
Access to the content of these past 
issues will be free to our Historical 
Society members on the Museum 
computers. Just give us a call during 
normal Museum business hours and 
let us know when you may want to 
get on the site.  And you needn’t be 
too worried about the heat, as another 
long-desired project has also been 
completed - ceiling fans have been 

installed in the Museum for the relief 
of our docents and customers during 
the hot summer months.

The final general meeting of the year, 
once again featuring The Voices of 
Tustin under the direction of David 
Peay, will be held at 7 pm at the Tustin 
Library on November 16.  Please plan 
to be there for an enjoyable music-
filled evening. 

2016 will be the 40th anniversary of 
the Tustin Area Historical Society.  It 
is something to celebrate - forty years 
is a long time - so our theme for the 
Promenade, scheduled for May 7, 
will be “It’s a Celebration”.  One of 
our major challenges for 2016 will 
be to bring in new members and to 
realize increased participation among 
existing members in the many events 
and activities the Society conducts 
during the year.  We are always 
looking for docents for our education 
programs, both within and outside of 
the Museum, and for help with the 
Promenade.  One of the major projects 
we have tried to undertake but have 
been unable to find the dedicated 
manpower for is the production of 
Oral and Video Histories.  Should 
you or anyone you know be interested 
in any of these, please give a call to 
Barbara at the Museum.  Thanks again 
for all your support.
 

Al Corfield 
President  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Jack Woodward: Photos

Sylvia Burnett:  Developers rendering of Plaza Lafayette

Helen Boggs:  Books on Santa Ana Army air base 
 and Eddie Martin

Del Pickney:  Ephemera from Tustin PD

Jeff Lyngaas:  48-Star American Flag

Robin Fry:   Vintage milk glass dish

Jeanne Brown:  Ephemera from Brown Collection

Tustin Parks & Rec:  Scrapbooks, slides, tapes  
 and audio-visual equipment

Vivien Owen:  Book – “California Museums”; 
 vintage ticket  books and Brochures from  
 Disneyland and Knott’s, membership  
 cards from Magic Mountain, Palm 
 Springs Tramway and Lion Country Safari  

Chuck Hillman: Shot put, souvenir matchbook cover  
 from James Utt Re-election campaign

Bonnie Watts: Vintage one-wheel lawn edger

Debbie Southern: Victorian style doll house, Spanish style 
  doll house, six Needlepoints of vintage 
  cars; Christening gown circa 1925

Colly Van Dyken: Framed map of Tustin, circa 1980’s

Carol Caramagno: Map of Tustin circa 1966

Erich Figley: El Modena pamphlet, circa 1973

Jo Frede: Pictorial vignettes of  
 Orange County and CD

Lee Braithwaite: Framed photo of Chas Artz building

Special Donation: Jeanne Siegel



 CRUISIN’
THE TILLER 

DAYS PARADE
IN STYLE

Whether they began cruising the streets 
70+ years ago, or only a blink of the 
eye in the past, these Tustin Pioneers 
and Founders did it with class…….or 
so the story goes.  And two carloads of 
them were pleased to be at it again on 
October 3rd, representing TAHS in 
the Tiller Day parade.  Th eir vintage 
“rides” were classics – a 1957 red 
Chevy convertible for the Founders, 
and a 1957 blue and white hardtop 
carrying TAHS’s VIPs.  Th ey appeared 
to be enjoying the outing almost as 
much as they did as teenagers, and 
who could blame them?  Th ey were in 
great company this time around.

DID YOU RING? cont.

Margaret 
Pottenger, 
Al Corfi eld, 
Jeanne Brown, 
Doug Manning, 
Gary Boggs 
(vintage car 
owner), 
A.J. (Tony) Coco

 HOPE YOU DIDN’T MISS 
THE WASSAIL

“Voices of Tustin”, the community singing group sponsored 
by Tustin Area Council for Fine Arts (TACFA), led by 
award-winning local teacher David Peay, and accompanied 
by Foothill H.S. and Julliard graduate Corey Hirsch, helped 
us welcome the approaching holiday season during our 
regularly scheduled General Meeting on Monday evening.   
Th eir third encore with us was as enthusiastically received as 
their initial appearance was four years ago, and our members 
have come to anticipate it each year.  Th e wassail?  We’re still 
working on the recipe, as it takes a lot of testing and rum 
measuring - we’ll let you know when it’s ready.

ea Historical Society

Obituary:
Hallie Higbee

New Members: 
Gerry & Diane Aust

have required a lot of patience while 

waiting and counting , not to mention 

a good deal of animosity toward anyone 

receiving numerous calls in a day.   Th e 

entertainment came, of course, from 

not being able to tell when the phone 

was free to make a call, necessitating a 

subtle lift of the receiver to see if the line 

was busy.  Etiquette demanded a quick 

lift followed by a RAPID HANG-

UP if voices were heard, but some 

customers took subtlety to the point 

of sneakiness, clandestinely hoovering 

up gossip to share generously with the 

entire neighborhood.  And then there 

were the small children who, having 

no sense of propriety and determined 

to call Auntie Sue or Grandma Ellen, 

would hang on the phone until one 

of the parties legitimately using the 

line yelled at them (perhaps they were 

still standing on those “phone chairs” 

in Victorian houses?).  And, of course, 

the teenagers, regarding it their right to 

carry on their social lives by phone…….

for good reason, their phone use was 

strictly limited, but still, many empty-

nesters thought it worthwhile to pay the 

big bucks for a private line. 

Now that our phones, for better or 

worse, travel with us, there’s no need 

to ask a friend, “Did you ring?  I just 

got home and was afraid I’d missed 

you”.  It makes me sometimes miss the 

days of deciding if I want to contact a 

friend to see if she’d called, or just settle 

down with a magazine and see if she 

“rings” again..



Non-Profi t
U.S. Postage

PAID

Santa Ana, CA
Permit No. 6080

A Publication of the Tustin Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 185
Tustin, CA 92781
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Tustin Area Museum
395 El Camino Real (at Main Street)
Tustin, CA 92780   (714) 731-5701

E-mail: tustinmuseum@att.net
Web Site: www.tustinhistory.com

Museum Hours
Every Tuesday and Th ursday

9 am – 2 pm
First and Th ird Saturday of each month

12 pm – 3 pm
Open to Visitors - Admission is Free

Tustin’s Art Walk 
TAHS is nothing if not civic minded, lending a hand 
for all manner of events.  Pete Beatty, one of your Board 
members, threw himself into the Center of Town art 
celebration in Mrs B’s parking lot on Saturday, October 
17.  He then joined with our talented resident TAHS artist, 
Joe Sprekelmeyer, and the two of them helped organize the 
Sidewalk Art event at the Tustin Library.  Th at’s Joe (and 
his artwork) in the photo.

Tustin Police Department 
Open House 

From the Better Late than Never Department, TAHS and 
the Museum staff  are huge supporters of our local police 
department.  We’re the offi  cial repository for much of their 
memorabilia which we endeavor to display occasionally, 
and we’re always pleased to be a part of their own civic 
outreach, in this case their Open House held on June 13, 
2015 where TAHS was represented by Gretchen Whisler, 
Wendy Greene, Pete Beatty and President Al Corfi eld.

 CIVIC INVOLVEMENT


