
I
t would be hard to deny that California, and particularly 

Orange County right now, can be breathtakingly 

beautiful, our views of ocean and snow-capped mountain 

ranges truly spectacular.  With the recent drought-busting 

storms, many old timers are doubtlessly saying to themselves, 

“Ah, this is what Tustin was in my youth; I remember it well.  

Why, I used to throw open my bedroom windows early on 

a spring morning just to fi ll my lungs with that clean, pure 

air”.  But wait………exactly how long ago WAS this youth 

of endless fresh air so fondly recalled?  It must have been well 

before citrus was introduced in the 1920s, as all those millions 

of trees didn’t come without a host of problems, most of them 

fl ying or crawling on many tiny little legs.  EEUUW.  And 

YIKES!  What about the profi ts so many large and small 

orchardists had moved here to enjoy?  Something must be 

done……..and done it was, as fumigation companies spread 

like wildfi re throughout Southern California, along with the 

chemicals they released into the air.  

According to a 1937 article in “� e Tustin News”, the local 

fi rm of Graves and Howley Fumigating Co., progeny of a 

small 1922 fi rm, was kept busy protecting over 5,000 acres 

of citrus, employing over 100 men at the peak of the season.  

Its operation took up most of the corner now occupied by the 

Soup Plantation shopping mall in addition to the Saddleback 

Mortuary, there being a small amount of irony in that.  In 

May and June, trucks deployed tents to dust with DDT for 
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TAKE A DEEP BREATH…AND ANOTHER
red spider and mites; from August to March, spray rigs cast 

petroleum oil for scale.  � e spray rigs, their towers always 

cause for wonder among the children because of their visibility 

above the trees, arrived shortly before the fruit was due to set, 

one man driving, another high in the truck’s bucket, hose 

spraying over the tree tops.  And where were the children of 

Tustin during and after all this, you wonder.  Indoors with 

face masks all week while the poisons from the spraying 

dissipated?  Well, no.  Not only were they out playing among 

the trees again, some were known to have actually trotted 

along after the trucks, enjoying their “refreshing” spray in 

the late summer afternoons.  Where were their parents, then, 

you might ask, but fumigation was a “modern solution” to 

age-old bug problems.  Perhaps parents, having grown up in 

even more dangerous times, presumed chemicals to be safe, 

and in truth, most Tustin residents of that time did live long 

and healthy lives. If there were “clusters”of lung disease, they 

weren’t fodder for the half-hour of nightly news, and with the 

thick oil smoke hanging over us from smudge pots burning 

merrily away on frosty nights, who’s to say what might’ve been 

killing us faster?  

the trees again, some were known to have actually trotted 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Gretchen Whisler
Vice President Rick Cannon
Treasurer Bob Ammann
Recording Secretary Kurt Bensworth

DIRECTORS

Pete Beatty Judy Kuykendall                                         
Ivan Bishop Lindburgh McPherson  
A.J. (Tony) Coco Tiff any Miller
Pat Corfi eld Gary Siegel

Parliamentarian A.J. (Tony) Coco

Museum Offi ce Manager Barbara Hannegan

Museum Facilities
Manager Bill Finken

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Educational Programs Joe Sprekelmeyer

Displays Pete Beatty

Hospitality Wendy Greene, 
 Judy Kuykendall

Membership Pete Beatty, 
 Tiff any Miller

Newsletter Editor Joyce Miller

Promenade Al Corfi eld

Publicity Guy Ball

Special Projects Ric Cannon, 
 Tony Coco, 
 Jason Love

Webmaster Guy Ball

Newsletter Production Anchor Printing

 A Publication of
� e Tustin Area Historical Society

P.O. Box 185
Tustin, CA 92781

Tustin Area Museum
395 El Camino Real (at Main Street)

Tustin, CA 92780
(714) 731-5701

E-mail: tustinmuseum@att.net
Web Site: www.tustinhistory.com

Museum Hours
Every Tuesday and � ursday

9 am – 2 pm
First and � ird Saturday of each month

12 pm – 3 pm

Open to Visitors, Admission is Free

I am so pleased to be serving as 
your TAHS President once again, 
after two years in the capable 
hands of Al Corfield. This year, we 
welcome two new board members, 
Pat Corfield and Kurt Bensworth. 
The entire 2017 Board is listed to 
the left of this article, and we are all 
looking forward to a great year!

Our Promenade Committee, 
headed by Al Corfield, is already 
hard at work planning for another 
wonderful Home & Garden Tour 
scheduled for Saturday, May 6, 
2017 (mark your calendar!). “Many 
hands make light work,” so if you 
are interested in helping out you 
may contact our Museum office 
(714-731-5701) and we will put 
you in touch with the appropriate 
committee member (prior years’ 
house docents will be contacted 
soon to secure a shift at one of the 
historical homes/gardens that will 
be on the tour). We need help in 
other areas as well. This is our major 
fundraiser, and everyone involved 
always has an enjoyable experience!

Speaking of volunteers, we need 
more Museum docents on Tuesdays 
and/or Thursdays, from 10 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. (Museum hours are 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.). Call the Museum 
office for more information and to 
sign up.

Gary Siegel, our Program 
Chairperson, has secured an 

entertaining speaker for our first 
General Meeting of 2017, which is 
scheduled for Tuesday, February 21 
(instead of our usual third Monday, 
due to Presidents’ Day holiday), 
in the Tustin Library Conference 
Room, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Please make note of this new start 
time for our meetings there (future 
dates are May 15, September 18, 
and November 20, all with the 
same start time). Library closes 
at 7:00 p.m. now, but we are able 
to continue to hold our meetings 
there as long as we conclude by 8 
p.m.  These meetings are open to 
the public, are free, and delicious 
refreshments are served! Email 
notices to members, announcing 
our speaker, will be forthcoming—
and this information will also be 
posted to our website.

And last but not least, we always 
look forward to welcoming new 
TAHS members! If you have a friend 
or a neighbor who likes history and 
wants to meet wonderful, friendly 
people, please share this newsletter 
with them! A membership form is 
included, and they can always call 
or come by the Museum to get 
more acquainted.

Until next time!

Gretchen
Gretchen Whisler, TAHS President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Tim Zierer Photo of Tustin Cement Pipe Co., John Martin Wyne Obit

Charles Puckett  Tustin PD Photo Array – 1985

Annette 
Bartolomucci CA Mission models, CA History Ephemera

Pete Beatty Set of Shoe Horns circa 1926

Vivien Owen Collection of Vintage Magazines

Mark Patton Ephemera from the Lindsay/Patton collection

Doug Manning Books from the Manning Collection

Accessions:



Join the Tustin Area Historical 
Society and keep your newsletter 
coming. Please send your dues 
or an additional gi�  today. Ask a 
friend to join!

ANNUAL DUES: 
(Please check one)

❏ $20-$34 Contributor

❏ $35-$59 Explorer

❏ $60-$99 Colonist

❏ $100-$249 Settler

❏ $250-$499 Frontier

❏ $500-$999 Pioneer

❏ $1,000 Heritage

❏ Renew           ❏ New

Special Contribution as 

Friends of the Museum 

$ __________________

Make your check payable to:

Tustin Area Historical Society

P.O. Box 185 • Tustin, CA 92781

Name  ______________________________

Address  ____________________________

City _____________  State ___  Zip _______

Day phone  __________________________

email address ________________________

Obituary:
Maxine Reed Schenk

TUHS 1944

Jeanne Chazen Arnold
TUHS 1946

ea Historical Society

Chris Chester

TUSTIN HAS 
BRAGGING 
RIGHTS!

Long-time residents of the area as well as people new to it will fi nd the subject 
of this month’s  General Meeting fascinating.  It features Ellen Bell, president of the 
Irvine Historical Society, who many of you may remember from several years 
ago when she spoke to our meeting about her then recently-released book, 
“Irvine; Images of America”.  Her speaking style is thoroughly engaging and 
dynamic, and we’re sure you will fi nd February’s presentation, “Swamp of the 
Frogs; Gone but not Forgotten”, just as fascinating as her earlier engagement 
with us was.  It will likely encompass Red Hill (the hill, not the road), Spanish 
land grants, and even stage coaches perhaps, and what Historical Society 
member can pass up that much history. TAHS is very excited to have her 
with us for this evening, and we hope to have all of you with us as well.

DOES LOCATION DETERMINE DESTINY?
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Did you know that Tustin 
resident and tennis player 
Josephine Cruikshank (third 
from left) ranked as high as No. 
5 nationally in 1930 and 1932 
and was a member of the 1934 U. S. Wightman 
Cup team that defeated the United Kingdom team at Wimbledon 5 to 2, or 
that in 2008 Tustin High School had 6 alumni actively playing on NFL football 
teams, tied with only one other high school for most in the United States.

� ere is a lot more to learn about Tustin sports champions by paying a visit to the 
Museum to see our newest exhibit.  � e exhibit is still in progress and we hope 
to expand it over the coming months.  Josephine Cruikshank is the earliest sports 
champion highlighted as of today and the 6 football players are some of the most 
recent but there are many in-between to attract your attention and build pride in 
your city.  

For what has been, until relatively recently, a fairly small town, Tustin has had 
a rich sports history, producing world-class athletes in many 
and varied sports who have competed at the national and 
international levels.  Out town has had, and still has, athletes 
competing professionally in major league baseball and football, 
in the Olympics, and at the top levels of categories of sports, 
including swimming, track, water polo, basketball, volleyball, 
and others.   In fact, Tustinites had an opportunity to watch 
Chris Chester, Tustin High alumnus, playing for the Falcons 
this year in the Super Bowl.

So please stop in to see 
the new exhibit, and if 
you know of anyone who 
should be recognized in our 
display, please give us any 
information you can and we 
will research it further.     
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FEBRUARY MEETING

Tuesday, February 21, 2017

6:30 p.m. (new permanent time change)

Tustin Library Community Room

345 E. Main Street, Tustin

“Swamp of the Frogs; 

Gone but not Forgotten”

Presented by Ellen Bell, 

President of the Irvine Historical Society

and author of “Irvine: Images of America”.

Tustin Unifi ed School District
BOARD RECOGNITION

November 14, 2016
To Tustin Area Historical Society

and Museum

In appreciation for their ongoing work and support of 
students, teachers and schools in the Tustin Unifi ed 
School District. 

� e Tustin Area Historical Society and Museum are 
celebrating their 40th anniversary in the community.

Over the years, the organization has sponsored educational activities for TUSD 
students, including the third-grade guided museum and Old Town Tustin tours.  Since 1998, more than 10,000 
third-grade students in Tustin Unifi ed schools have participated in the program.  � e Historical Society’s Mobile 
Museum has visited hundreds of third graders at the schools.   

� e History in a Box program, which was started in 1997 by retired TUSD elementary teacher Becky Cameron, 
has grown tremendously over the years.  � ere are nine History in a Box trunks that are provided to the schools 
to be shared by the third-grade classes. � e history trunks give children an experience of what life was like in the 
past. � e trunks include books, games, historical photographs and descriptions, clothing, household items that 
refl ect life in Tustin in the early years. 

Accepting on behalf of the Tustin Area Historical Society and Museum is President Al Corfi eld with the 2016 Board.


