
A
s someone who loves history, I’m truly blessed to have 
a mountain cabin built in 1923 by my grandparents 
in Idyllwild, where I spend the warmer months up to 

my neck as a docent both at the Museum there and for their 
historical society’s fall home tour.  I talk endlessly to museum and 
tour visitors about the village’s past, all of it so well remembered 
from my youth.  Occasionally, I tell people that yes, it IS possible 
to go home again – in fact, I say, that’s exactly what I do every 
summer.  After all, the cabin is just as I remember it, and the 
view hasn’t changed.  Even Idyllwild’s newspaper, which I 
subscribe to, is the same self-described ‘fishwrap’ it always has 
been, so I wasn’t prepared to find last week’s edition of it just a bit 
unsettling.  It was chock-full of interesting tidbits about people 
and events pending and past to which I couldn’t relate – have I 
been clinging smugly to 70 years of memories in an attempt to 
ignore the passing years?  

When I thought about 
these changes, what truly 
startled me was when I realized 
they are more than changes 
in ownership of the various 
businesses in the village as 
happens every summer – there 
are actually huge paradigm 
shifts on Idyllwild’s horizon.  
Egads!  As in Tustin, Idyllwild’s 
downtown boasts an historical 
overlay, so change is slow, 
but now I’ve discovered in 
both places that repurposing 
of historical buildings is the 
name of the game. Twenty and 
thirty-somethings currently 
setting down Idyllwild roots 
and raising their children 
there cannot even imagine a 
day when our play consisted 
of boulders, streams, trees and 
Band-Aids, to the tune of a 
stern reminder to be home by 
dinner/dark.  Instead, they eagerly embrace the construction of 
an enormous Community Center on what had been 12 acres 
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GOING HOME AGAIN BECOMES A CHALLENGE
BY JOYCE MILLER

of vacant wooded land, complete with a child-safe tot-lot and 
playground, extensive indoor venues for young and old, an 
amphitheater, etc.  In a town where dinner out once involved 
red or yellow woven plastic baskets holding hamburgers and fries 
made crisp by the animal fat they were fried in, you’d now be 
challenged to find anything less than intimate gourmet restaurants 
occasionally awarded, by trendy national magazines,  “One of 
the 100 Best Small Town (name your poison) Restaurants in the 
Nation”.  Ditto for the art galleries.  To the chagrin of some, 
there is still a centrally-located liquor store – no tables, no chairs, 
no cheerful service.  You buy what you went for and carry it 
home in a bag (oh, no, never plastic), while the artisanal wine 
and cheese venue attracts a convivial gathering every evening, 
often to talk with conviction of how thrilling the burgeoning art 
and film scene is destined to become.  A wine tasting room and 
a local brew pub are scheduled to open soon and are sure to be 
a hit.  It’s rumored in town that Idyllwild has become a “go to” 

destination for Millennials and 
Gen-Xers, and oh, what changes 
they are bringing with them.

With this in mind, if you 
haven’t been to Old Town Tustin 
lately, don’t put it off too long or 
you might not recognize it.  Just 
as those younger generations 
are driving change in the small 
village of Idyllwild, so too are 
their preferences driving it in 
Tustin.   Thanks to a number 
of new small restaurants with 
outdoor dining and after-dark 
tree lighting making the area 
cozy, all the charm has been 
retained while adding an energy 
to the evenings; at lunchtime, 
downtown absolutely buzzes 
with activity.  Don’t live in the 
past believing all is the same, 
as I’ve been guilty of doing in 

Idyllwild.  Join the fun and take in 
the future that the younger generations are propelling us forward 
to – it’s slightly unsettling but it sure looks like fun.

Looking North on El Camino
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This past May 7th we celebrated 
the 20th annual Promenade and Home 
Tour and the 40th Anniversary of the 
Historical Society.  It was another 
successful Promenade and Home 
Tour thanks to all the volunteers and 
other supporters of The Tustin Area 
Historical Society, members and 
non-members alike.  Attendance was 
down slightly, due most probably to 
the threatening early morning skies, 
but the farther the day wore on, the 
brighter it became. 

The Opening Ceremonies were 
blessed with the attendance of our 
Heritage Award Honorees and original 
founders of the Tustin Area Historical 
Society and its Museum, Vivien Owen, 
Carol Jordan, and Mary Etzold; it was 
truly a fun event enjoyed by all.  Pete 
Beatty and Gretchen Whisler, the co-
chairpersons of the event, did their 
usual outstanding job of organizing the 
activities so that there was something for 
everyone throughout the day. Thanks 
again to all those who volunteered for 
and supported our event, and all those 
who attended.  And if there is anyone 
out there who would like to take a 
leadership position in the planning and 
organizing of next year’s Home Tour, 
please give me a call at the Museum or 
at my home phone 714 544 5371. 

My personal focus for the remainder 
of the year will be on possible steps to 
improve the preservation, organization, 
and exhibition of the historical artifacts 
that have been entrusted to the 
Museum, and to find ways to provide 
the funds and increase membership 
involvement to accomplish these 
objectives.  In the meantime, summer 
is here which means the kids will be 
out of school, schedules will change, 
and families will be going on vacation.  
However you make the most of these 
months, have a safe and joyful summer 
and we hope to see you at our next 
General Meeting presently scheduled 
for September 19.  

Just one more note on the 40th 
Anniversary; the Historical Society 
was founded in the days of disco and 
bell bottom trousers and pretty funky 
fashions.  Do any of you still have any 
of those hidden in drawers and closets?  
If so, don’t throw them out just yet, 
you may have a chance to put them to 
use one more time before this summer 
is over.  More on that later.

 

Al Corfield 
President  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Del Pickney Tustin PD Ephemera

Mark Eliot TUSD High School Yearbooks

Helen Boggs Vintage weed removal tool

A.J. Coco Orange County Coloring Book & Disc

Victor Andersen Rim Bender and Vintage Cash Register

Mark Eliot Contents of Lambert School Time Capsule

Loretta Moe Newspapers covering October 1996  
 Lemon Heights Fire

Guy Ball Collection of local Historical Books

Accessions:



PROMENADE REVIEW
Never in the past has a real threat of rain dampened our anticipation of the annual 
Promenade, but until this year’s event actually began, disaster was seldom far 
from our thoughts.  In fact, after such a disappointing showing from El Nino, 
the wet forecast seemed an ill-timed and gratuitous ‘in your face’ gesture from 

Mother Nature.  We were 
premature in our gloomy 
predictions, fortunately, 
and instead of bringing 
more rain, the sky held 
only skittering white clouds 
punctuated with bright 
sunshine, weather that 
seemed designed specially 
to showcase our homes and 
their wonderful gardens.  
Our new Refreshment 
location at the McCharles 
House was absolutely 

charming – a more appropriate spring setting would be hard to imagine, and 
the decorations made the spot even more 
lovely.  Setting the tone for the entire day 
was the reunion of the three TAHS founders 
in celebration of our 40th anniversary.  Mary 
Etzold, Carol Jordan and Vivien Owen 
seemed as dynamic as they must have been 
40 years ago when they conceived and carried 
out plans for our Society and its Museum.  It 
was truly enjoyable listening to them catch 
up on one another’s lives.

Join the Tustin Area Historical 
Society and keep your newsletter 
coming. Please send your dues 
or an additional gift today. Ask a 
friend to join!

ANNUAL DUES: 
(Please check one)

o $20-$34 Contributor

o $35-$59 Explorer

o $60-$99 Colonist

o $100-$249 Settler

o $250-$499 Frontier

o $500-$999 Pioneer

o $1,000 Heritage

o Renew           o New

Special Contribution as 

Friends of the Museum 

$ __________________

Make your check payable to: 

Tustin Area Historical Society 

P.O. Box 185 • Tustin, CA 92781

Name  ______________________________

Address  ____________________________

City _____________  State ___  Zip _______

Day phone  __________________________

email address ________________________

New Members: 
Dave Larsen (Re/Max Tustin)

Angie Kardasian
Kurt Bensworth

Obituary:
Paul Lindsay

ea Historical Society

TAHS Fetes Tustin’s Young Artists in the 11th Annual 

Joann and Arv Bollesen Memorial Art Contest

Immediately preceding May’s General Meeting, passes to Knott’s Berry Farm and 
to Broadway in the Park were awarded to:

 1st Place: Carolyn Ku, Arroyo Elementary

 2nd Place: Maddie Tran, Arroyo Elementary

 3rd Place: Kate Adams, Arroyo Elementary

 Special Award: Maddison Dain, Tustin Ranch                                    
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LOTS OF TELL, 
NEED MORE SHOW

Our General Meeting in March yielded enough items from 
the past to keep the audience interested for a good hour.  Of 
course, this was our fi rst Show and Tell since the early days of 
the Historical Society, so we weren’t sure how well-attended it 
might be, nor did we have any idea what goodies might show up, 

so we were pleasantly 
surprised by the variety 
of memorabilia, and 
thoroughly enjoyed 
the personal stories 
that went along with 
them.   Th is is sure to 
be a recurring program 
venue.

PICTURE THIS

TAHS member and historical writer Guy Ball, the 
man to whom we owe endless thanks for his fascinating 
book, Images of America; Tustin, is at it once again.   
Having brought Tustin’s past to life with photos mostly 
from our archives, he is now planning another Arcadia 
Publishing book covering Tustin, then and now.  Having 
researched the original book, he doubtlessly has a 
collected library of historical photos, but he’s looking 
for current photos of those same places/locations.  If 
you have any photos that might illustrate how Tustin has 
changed, contact the Museum at 714-731-5701 or email 
us at tustinmuseum@att.net.

JUST A FEW GOOD ONES
Any Marine veterans out there who may have an interest in putting together information and a possible display 

about the MCAS helicopter base, please give Al Corfi eld a call at the Museum (714-731-5701) or send us an email 
(www.tustinhistory@att.net).  We would love to hear from you.    


