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THE DIRT BEHIND THE HEADLINES!

"Two miles directly east from Santa Ana lies the pride of the
Valley the beautiful city of Tustin, its elegant and costly homes
literally buried in a voluptuous profusion of ornamental trees,
golden fruits, and ever blossoming flowers. Many and able
writers have sought to depict the enchanting loveliness of this
delightful spot, but no pen can picture and no artist’s pencil can
reproduce the freshness of its entrancing beauty. It has been aptly
called “The Gem of the Valley”, and “A city in a Park” (1896/97
Los Angeles Directory).

Over the top? Well, certainly optimistic; and each year for nearly
a quarter century, TAHS has held a Home Tour to introduce
visitors to our fair town. We've had many themes, showcased
dozens of vintage homes, pointed out how cute Old Town is, and
we hope charmed the pants off all of our visitors, but what was it
really like to live in Tustin at the beginning of the 20th century?
Luckily for us, a few early residents left behind them photos and
stories. Tustin was not only “a city in a Park”, it was also a city
in the Dirt — acres and acres of it. It filtered through cracks in
windows and doors when the Santa Ana winds blew, got kicked
up by wagon wheels and horse hooves, and was tracked into the
house by the family’s dogs and children.

Most of our female residents then were more familiar with
hitching up Old Dobbin than they were with coaxing the ever-
temperamental Model T to life, and Tustin’s blacksmith was
kept busy repairing broken wagon and buggy axles, and raggedy
horse hooves. If you've taken our Horse Trolley around town for
the Home Tour, you're familiar with the pleasant syncopation
of horse hooves on blacktop, a sound reminiscent of the past,
as the trolley makes its leisurely rounds among the homes and
businesses of Old Town. Before our two main streets were paved
in 1915, however, puffs of powdery dirt rose into the air, not so
much from the high stepping carriage horses, but certainly from
the toe-dragging teams pulling local farm wagons into town with
fresh produce, and the horses and mules bringing passengers by
trolley from Santa Ana’s depot.

Rural as we were then, household pets were often seen out
and about in the fields, groves and on the streets. Many of the
neighborhood puppies had a familiar look about them, thanks to
the studly German Shorthair Pointer of one Main Street family,
while another Old Town family’s dog, strongly resembling that

Pointer, regularly visited the businesses of Old Town for butcher
scraps and the occasional bone before returning home from his
morning rounds. Regardless of whatever treasure Tustin’s dogs
brought home, a peck of dirt was sure to be part of it, and they
didn’t drop it at the door.

Then there were the children, the boys often seen out and about
with or without the dogs. On Saturdays, the younger ones were
expected to find things to do outside, and their activities usually
involved dirt - sitting in it for a game of marbles, digging in it,
or throwing clods of it in mock battle. Young girls, although
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more closely watched, were also expected to amuse themselves,
and they weren't all playing with dolls. “It takes a village” was an
adhered-to maxim here when everyone could recognize everyone
else’s children, and this is where the goat or pony cart was a
godsend — driving it around the area could take up hours on a
Saturday, was a decidedly adventurous way to get out from under
the gaze of neighborhood busybodies, and sent clouds of dust
into the air at the urging of the driver to her ‘engine’ to pick up
the pace.

Oh, yes indeed. Tustin’s beauty may have been “enchanting”,
“entrancing”, and “voluptuous”, but based on the old photos and
tales, it bore a distinct resemblance to a camping experience. No
wonder they employed such flowery language — it would take all
of those words and more to make most of us enjoy living here
back in those days!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear TAHS Members,

Spring is here! And after three
months of rain (thank goodness),
our lawns and gardens are starting
to look so much better than we’ve
seen for the past couple of years.
In fact, they inspired us to include
a new venue to the Home Tour,
“Garden Talk” by Rogers Gardens
at 2:00 pm in the lovely McCharles
Garden. Now that we are opening
our doors and windows for views
of green and spring color—not to
mention incredibly blue skies — this

talk might help us all.

Of course, living in this wonderful
community and getting to take
advantage of the entire event is the
icing on the cake! Al Corfield is
doing an outstanding job leading
his team of committed volunteers
as final preparations are being
made for our 21st annual Home
and Garden Tour (appropriately
named “Old Town Tustin Charm!”)
that will take place on Saturday,
May 6. Pre-sale brochures have
been mailed out, so make sure
you not only mark your calendar
but complete the order form/go
online to our website to secure
your tickets for a discount price!
And T've been seeing all the great
opportunity prizes that have been
collected so far, so you'll be wise
to take advantage of buying tickets
for them as well (see the brochure)!
Oh, and it is not too late to sign
up to be a docent for this event—it
is fun, easy, and enriching! Many
look forward to this event because

of the opportunity to docent,
and we are so appreciative that
they do! Contact Doreen Corwin
(edcorwinshane@sbcglobal.net) or
call the Tustin Museum to sign up.

Your Board and committees have
been hard at work (as always) to
ensure a productive year. We're
planning to add an event or two to
our schedule—more information
to follow in our next newsletter!

We hope to see some of you down
at the Museum—a tribute to our
local athletes who not only excelled
while students at our high schools
but went on to join professional
sports teams (or, in the case of
Evelyn Furtsch Ojeda, to win an
Olympic Gold Medal) is on display
and is a most interesting addition to
our exhibits. And be sure to see our
front window—recently designed
and placed by our own talented
Kerry Ammann from her personal
collection—to promote our Home
& Garden tour. If you are inclined,
being a docent once a month at
the Museum is a fun experience—
and so often our docents see old
friends unexpectedly who happen
by as they stroll through Old Town
Tustin—and your help will be met
with open arms!

Thank you for your loyalty
and support as a TAHS member.
Hope to see you soon!

Unetelhen

Gretchen Whisler, TAHS President

SPRING SCRAMBLE

School tours are beginning to pick up. As the weather improves and spring arrives,

Tustin history comes into focus and tours are being scheduled. One third-grade class

remains with docents viewing Museum displays while a second class learns about Tustin

by walking Main Street’s business and residential districts before switching places. The

children have been well prepared thanks to their teachers and the History in a Box kits we

provide. Their visits are a bit chaotic for a couple of hours — so many children, so little

room - but its fun to hear the sound of all those enthusiastic young voices.




READ ALL ABOUT IT

Have some time to kill and wonder what was happening in Tustin the
year you were born? Yes, we DO have all the editions of the Tustin News
digitized WAY BACK to the 1920s, and they’re available to you on the
Museum floor. There’s no cost, a docent will get you off to a good start,
and you can spend as much or as little time as you’d like catching up on
Tustin’s past. Bill Moses, owner and decades-long publisher of the News,
always had an editor’s opinion, while Bill’s charming and fashionable
wife Lucille covered the entertainment and social scenes. For a number
of years in the ‘50s, Ed Cox, well known grocer and owner of Cox’s
Marketplace had his thumb on the pulse of Tustin from his location in the
center of town, enabling him to write a column on current local affairs and
his opinion of same. The Tustin News was the epitome of a hometown
paper back then, and immersing yourself in Old Town isn’t a bad way to
spend a lazy summer afternoon.

Accessions:
Sue & Roy L. Herndon II — Commemorative Plate, H. Romer & Co.; ¢.1915
Four Crows (Daryl & Nila) — 16mm Silent Film, [“Laffing Gas” by
Charlie Chaplin?]

Peter Camarata — DVD, “Views of Tustin in the 60s”; ¢.1962-4

Kim DeBenedetto — Book, “The First Angelinos” by William McCawley;
pub.1996

Kurt Bensworth — Graduation Program, C.E. Utt Intermediate School; June
11, 1976

Bonnie Bath — Tustin Fire Dept: copies of articles and photos; ¢.1969
Nestor Ortega — Wooden Shipping Crate Panel, Sunkist

Bob Amman — Photographs: Utt Juice Co. and Cox’s Market Plaza; c.1984

Bob Ammann, Commander of American

TUSTIN Legion Post 371, is not only totally involved
REMEMBERS with that commitment but is also a long-time

member of our Board, having assumed the
AND H ONO RS responsibility of being our Treasurer. With

his wife Kerry, they volunteer for many of our
events, always being among the first to raise a hand. One of his Legion commitments,
however, is to honor Tustin’s former service members from all branches of the military
who have passed on. With the development of east Tustin, streets there now bear the
names of many of these men and women, and Bob and the Post 371 Honor Guard
are pleased to assist the Tustin Community Foundation in honoring a new service
member each month. The Foundation website carries a calendar that you can check
for a presentation on your own street.

Join the Tustin Area Historical

| Society and keep your newsletter |

coming. Please send your dues

| or an additional gift today. Ask a |

friend to join!

ANNUAL DUES:
(Please check one)
(1$20-$34 Contributor
(1$35-$59 Explorer
(1$60-$99 Colonist
(1$100-$249 Settler
(1$250-$499 Frontier
(1$500-$999 Pioneer
(1$1,000 Heritage

(JRenew ([ New

Special Contribution as
Friends of the Museum

$

Make your check payable to:
Tustin Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 185 « Tustin, CA 92781

Name

Address

City State ___ Zip

Day phone

email address

Obituary:
Mary Jane Dalen
Doug Manning
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Old Town Tustin

We consider ourselves fortunate to have
such a wonderful small town to show off
each spring during our annual Home and
Garden Tour. Not only is the business district
charming with its restaurants and businesses
located in historical buildings, so too are the
neighborhoods of vintage homes that surround
it. 'The Tustin Area Historical Society hopes
you will spend a Saturday with us enjoying the
five homes and three gardens we've chosen for
our Tour this year along with the other venues.

The ticket table in the Courtyard of the
Tustin Presbyterian Church will open at 9:30
where you will be able to pick up your reserved
Tour Books, purchase additional chances for
our Opportunity Drawing after seeing the list
of donors in your book, admire the beauty of
quilts from the talented Flying Geese Quilters
Guild, and browse the vendors’ booths in the
Courtyard. With Tour Book in hand, you

il when

a Day in Tustin
and Enjoy Some

Good Old-Fashioned...”

might want to take a few minutes to make a
plan for the day that includes lunch at one of
the restaurants on the Map. Sandwiched (no
pun intended) between the always fascinating
Tree Walk with Guy Stivers at 11:00, “Garden
Talk” by Armstrong Garden Center at 2:00, and
with tours of the homes sprinkled throughout,
you can create an entire day of entertainment
. The Horse Drawn Trolley, always a popular
attraction, will be carrying visitors through the
charming neighborhoods and Old Town, as
will the motorized trolley; both will stop at all
venues.

Hopefully you will have time to fit in a few
minutes to enjoy the May Pole Dance, a real
treat and something most people have never
seen performed. Precision is everything when
it comes to wrapping those colored ribbons
around the pole in the desired pattern, and the
Tustin High School Dance Team is precision

personified. If you plan to bring your children
along because they just love riding the horse
drawn trolley, take time to check out Tustin
Rocks!, an inspired venue planned by City
Parks and Rec to encourage more use of
our wonderful parks. Need a cool glass of
lemonade and a cookie or two? McCharles
House’s lovely front garden is the place to head
for a short respite; the amazing and secluded
back garden will be open for both the tour and
for the afternoon “Garden Talk” venue, put on
by Armstrong Garden Center.

As you know, TAHS relies on the proceeds
from the yearly Home Tour, our only major
fund raiser, to power the school programs we
offer, and make it possible for Museum visitors
to enjoy and research our city’s past through an
extensive collection of documents and photos.
We hope you will join us this year and immerse
yourself in the charm of Tustin.




