
  
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 
Greetings TAHS Members, 
 
The Tustin Area Historical Society had a successful second quarter in 2024.  
 
The Home & Garden Tour was a big success, raising over $24,000 to support the ongoing 
operation of the Society and Museum. A big thank you to the event chair, Susan Dobak, and 
the army of volunteers who made it possible. We are planning a members’ meeting for 
November to thank the many volunteers who make all the activities of the Society and the 
tours of the Museum possible. Gretchen Whisler will chair the members’ meeting in 
November.  
 
The Nights at the Museum have been interesting and well attended. Program Committee 
Chair Tim Zierer and Donna Marsh Peery continue to make this a success.  
 
Our Society competed in the Dollars for Tustin 
Scholars Kentucky Derby Party event. Our jockey, 
Steve Sauers, came in second in a field of six. Here he 
is with the other jockeys. The event raised 
considerable funds for the Dollars for Tustin Scholars 
nonprofit. The funds are used for scholarships for 
graduating seniors in the Tustin Unified School 
District.  
 
In May, the City of Tustin organized Tustin Historic 
Preservation Week and asked TAHS for support. 
Donna Marsh Peery organized our participation. She 
did an amazing job and received recognition at the 
Planning Commission meeting on June 25, 2024. In 
the photo, she is receiving a Certificate of 
Recognition from Eric Higuchi, Planning Commission 
Chairman. I am standing next to Donna in the photo 
along with the Planning Commissioners.   
 
I am honored to be able to lead this organization that preserves the history of Tustin. 
 

Sincerely, 

Rick 
Richard Nelson, TAHS President 
 

 

Volume 49 No 2 A Publication of the Tustin Area Historical Society July 2024 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Opportunity Drawing Winners! 

Congratulations gift basket opportunity drawing winners Beth 
Brake, Josh Brown, Katie Burns, Susan Chen, Doreen Corwin, 
Angela Cranford, Lois Davis, Susan Meade, Marta O’Hare, 
Susan Robishaw, Bill Shirey, and Margaret Steepleton. Thank 

you to those who purchased tickets for supporting TAHS! 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE  
HOME & GARDEN TOUR  

IN MAY 



 

  

 

NIGHTS AT THE MUSEUM 

 April’s speaker Adelia Sandoval 

shared songs, Native American 

creation stories, and her family’s 

experiences living during the 
early days of Mission San Juan 

Capistrano. She ended the 

evening with a blessing given in 

her ancestors’ native language. 

 
In June, retired Tustin Police Deputy 

Chief Jeff Blair thrilled the audience 

with part two of his real-life stories of 

patrol duty and serving on the gang 

unit. As a bonus, he rekindled many 
old memories through his Tustin 

trivia questions. 



 

  

 

Coming Together to Promote 

 

 

 

 

 

In May, the City of Tustin, the Tustin 
Preservation Conservancy, and the Historical 
Society collaborated to promote historic 

preservation during Tustin’s inaugural 2024 
Historic Preservation Week. City staff, members 

of the Conservancy and Historical Society, and 
Tustin community members gathered to share 

and celebrate their love of local history and 

historic buildings through several activities. 

Pictured on this page are members of the City’s 
historic preservation team with Historical Society 

members, participants in the Old Town walking 
tour, and attendees of the Tustin pioneers 

presentation held at the Santa Ana Cemetery. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diann Marsh was born in 1935 in Peoria, Illinois to Eldon and 

Virginia Travis. Her family moved to Tustin in 1952. She married 

Robert Marsh, her high school sweetheart whom she met at Tustin 

High, in 1953. Diann developed a passion for old buildings and 

worked as a historic preservation consultant for 22 years. She was 

an active member of many historical societies in Orange County and 

a life member of TAHS. A talented artist who enjoyed working in oil, 

watercolor, and pen and ink, Diann contributed her talent to TAHS 

through her illustrations of historic Tustin homes. She authored 

several books on history and 

historic buildings in various cities 

in Southern California. In 1998, 

Diann and Robert moved to her 

home state of Illinois, but she made 

periodic visits back to California. 

In Galena, Illinois she continued 

her historic preservation and 

artistic endeavors.  

Remembering  

Diann Marsh 
1935 - 2024 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

A group of Historical Society members and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention - Elena Noerper 

 

Honorable Mention - Arjun Altekar 

 
Honorable Mention - Levi Norton 

 

A group of Historical Society members and  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 
First Place - Catherine Park 

 
Second Place - Zoey Ou 

 
Third Place - Nagisa Fujiki 

 

Bollesen Tustin History Art Contest 
This annual contest is named in memory of JoAnn and Arv Bollesen, active volunteers in the 

community and Tustin residents for over 50 years. It is open to third graders and aims to teach 
both students and their families more about Tustin history. Winners were awarded cash, 

contributed by the Bollesen family, and prize ribbons, donated by Tustin Awards, at the 
ceremony held on April 29 at the Museum. Congratulations winners! 



 

 

Important Contributor to the Learning Center 

Local resident Tom Pulley recently received an award from the TAHS Board in 

recognition of his many contributions to the Museum’s Learning Center. 

Tom was raised in North Tustin and attended Tustin schools. After serving 

four years in the Air Force, he completed his education at Fresno State College 

majoring in agriculture with an emphasis in crop production.  

His career led him to other parts of California, but he returned to Orange 

County in 1985. He began researching the citrus industry. Tom has co-

authored a book on the citrus history of Orange County and written several 

articles on the subject. He donated his research papers to La Verne University. 

TAHS coaxed him out of retirement to do research for the Museum. He has researched and written nineteen 

articles about the packinghouses that served the Tustin area and an informative article about the history of 

Tustin’s postal service, accessible through the Learning Center in the Museum. In addition, Tom has served as 

a proofreader for other articles available through the Learning Center. 

Tom has also provided the Learning Center with images of Tustin from his vast Orange County postcard 

collection (over 15,000 at last count) and citrus crate labels to expand the Museum’s collection.  

Way to go, Tom. Thank you! 

 

Interesting Tidbits from the Learning Center, as seen by Tim Zierer 

The purpose of the Museum's Learning Center is to preserve Tustin history and help researchers through 

access to data including census reports, school enrollment, biographies of pioneer families, and much more! 

I recently finished inputting the 1926 Tustin City Directory information into the Learning Center, now providing 

eight city directories available for viewing. These directories were precursors to the phone books that most of 

us grew up with. Even though telephones were present in many homes at its publication, this directory lists no 

phone numbers, only addresses. It also includes the occupations of those listed.  

What stood out to me most was the number of jobs that are now obsolete in Tustin. Citrus was still king here in 

1926 and many of the occupations listed were associated with agriculture. Men were employed as irrigators, 

fumigators, pruners, tractor drivers, orange haulers, tree doctors, box makers, pump tenders, well drillers, and 

packinghouse workers. During this time, Tustin was still home to three blacksmiths, three weavers, two stage 

drivers, a Linotype operator, a pigeon rancher, a glassblower, and my personal favorite, a man whose 

occupation was simply listed as “gopher catcher.” 

Each of the city directories available through the Learning Center creates a unique snapshot of Tustin in that 

year, providing valuable information to the researcher. (For example, the 1903 directory lists the amount of 

acreage owned by each rancher and what crops were planted on those acres!) The next time you are in the 

Museum, take a look at one of these directories or check out any of the other fascinating tidbits of Tustin history 

preserved in the Learning Center. 

 

 

Spotlight on the Museum’s Learning Center 



  

The Historical Society appreciates the many volunteers who 
work together to make our organization a success! We are 
looking for help in the following areas. Contact the Museum 
office to let us know you’re available to assist. Thank you! 

• Greeting Museum visitors 

• Giving brief tours of the Museum 

• Helping with school tours or history trunks 

• Conducting, recording, or editing video interviews 

• Staffing the Historical Society booth at community events 

• Setting up technology equipment for presentations 

• Sorting, copying, record keeping, and other office help 

MUSEUM HELP WANTED! 

 

TUSTIN PARKS & RECREATION PRESENTS 

SUNSET MARKET 

Through September, the Historical Society is participating in the 
Sunset Market on the third Thursday of each month from 5:00 to 
8:30 pm in Old Town. Come check out the farmers market, 
vendors, live music, food, beer and wine, and more. The Museum 
will be open with our awning set up in front. Stop by to say hello! 
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HERITAGE is a publication of 

Tustin Area Historical Society 

P.O. Box 185 

Tustin, CA 92781 

Email: tustinmuseum@att.net 

Website: www.tustinhistory.com 
 

2024 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Rick Nelson 

Vice President  Tim Zierer 

Treasurer  Colleen Ma 

Recording Secretary  Vicki Gray 

2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Susan Dobak John Nielsen 

Becky Michel Susan Reid 

Brady Michel Gretchen Whisler 

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Tim Zierer 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Membership  Tim Zierer 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

Tustin Area Museum 

395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 

(714) 731-5701 

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 

Saturday 11-3 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 
Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual  

($30 or more) 

Household  

($40 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 

($150 or more) 

 

F O L L O W  U S  O N  

   FACEBOOK 
@TustinAreaHistoricalSociety 

TWITTER 
@TustinHistory 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Welcome new members - 
William and Lucinda Burge 

Susan Chen 
Ken Higman 

Sue Robishaw 
Carole Watson 

 
 

Departed friend we will miss - 
Diann Marsh 

 

 

 ACCESSIONS 
 

Anonymous -- pre-1950 Tustin Union High School pin 

Bill Cook -- Irvine Ranch History and ephemera of Tustin High School 

John Heckler -- Tustin Road Race Magazine from 1997 

Donna Peery -- Chili Cook-Off programs from 2006, 2007 & 2009 

Brian Penny -- Tustin High School aerial photo taken 2005 

Marilyn Rowenhorst -- Farnsworth Jewelers clock, office machines from Tustin Water Works 

Stacy Wiley -- Family bibles belonging to Jennie Weick Stone and Lois Stone Crumley 


