
  

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 

Greetings TAHS Members, 

 

The Tustin Area Historical Society has experienced great developments in 

recent years.  

 

The website, tustinhistory.com, is up and running. Webmaster Guy Ball keeps 

adding additional content.  

 

Susan Dobak is chairing the Home & Garden Tour for 2024. It is going to be a 
great event. Tickets are available at tustinhistory.com.  

 

Vicki Gray created The Learning Center. Its use is free for members. Included 

are Ancestry.com, online access to historical newspapers, all issues of the 

Tustin News, and a growing database of local area people and businesses. 

Come in for a demonstration or create part of your family tree.  

 

The Society participated in Sip & Stroll in Old Town in late February. This is an 

event where attendees visit organizations in Old Town and receive a beverage 

and taste of food at each location. The Museum served enchiladas (from 

Rutabegorz), brownies (from American Grub), and sangria (formulated by 

Brady and Becky Michel). With Directors Brady and Becky Michel in charge, the 
Museum was full of animated people exploring the Museum and talking with 

other attendees. If you have not attended Sip & Stroll, come in February 2025.  

 

The Museum plans to restart video interviews and video recording of events. 

To do this, we need volunteers to do recordings and video editing. A wireless 

microphone has been acquired that can be used with almost all cell phones, 

iPads, or video cameras. Please consider getting involved. Call Donna at the 

Museum office (714-731-5701) to get started.  

 

If you receive this by email, please forward it to some friends and suggest that 

they join TAHS and enjoy the Society and Museum.  

 

Sincerely, 

Rick 
Richard Nelson, TAHS President 
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THE PASSING OF 
A LOCAL LEGEND 

 
Margaret Pottenger 

December 1929 – March 2024 
 

 

Margaret Pottenger was the daughter of Dr. Francis Marion and Elizabeth Pottenger 
and grew up in the hills of Monrovia with her three siblings near her family-owned 
hospital. She graduated from Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte High School and Stanford 
University.  
 
Margaret moved to Santa Ana in 1955 to begin her retail career as a clothing and toy 
buyer for Rankin Dry Goods Company. Four years later, she opened her own clothing 
store called The Jabberwocky aimed at preteen and teenaged girls in the little red 
building on El Camino Real. She launched a second store in the new Enderle Center in 
1977. The Jabberwocky was an instant success. Margaret did all her own buying, 
merchandising, and advertising, which featured a unique marketing concept using 
Margaret’s hand-drawn illustrations. 
 
She was devoted to numerous community organizations, serving many for over half a 
century. These groups included the Miss Tustin Pageant, Tustin Chamber of 
Commerce, Santa Ana-Tustin Soroptimists Club, American Lung Association, Stanford 
Book Club of Orange County, Orange County Election Board, Friends of the Tustin 
Library, and our own Tustin Area Historical Society.  
 
Margaret held the distinction of the longest-serving American Red Cross blood bank 
volunteer in Orange County. She was the recipient of Tustin’s first Woman of the Year 
award in 1966 and the American Association of University Women’s Woman of 
Distinction designation in 1990. 
 
Fun-loving and full of energy, Margaret indulged in her passion for the arts and baseball 
as an usher for both the Orange County Performing Arts Center and the Angels’ 
Anaheim Stadium. As a longtime member of the Historical Society, she visited local 
schools adorned in a calico farm dress singing old-fashioned tunes and telling an 
amusing story from her childhood involving a cow, an orange orchard, and orange milk! 
 
Margaret Pottenger was a one-of-a-kind woman who will be fondly remembered!  
 



 

  

 

Silver Jubilee 

Saturday, May 18, 2024 

 

9:40 am - Opening ceremony at Tustin Presbyterian Church 

10:00 am - Will call & ticket sales open at the church 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm – Home tours and activities  
 

Tickets - $40 presale ● $45 day of event 

Buy your tickets now at tustinhistory.com 
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TUSTIN AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 7:00 PM 

Tickets - $15 for members and $20 for non-members 
Purchase tickets at tustinhistory.com or (714) 731-5701 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Loya entertained the audience in 

February, beginning with a eulogy to Old 

Douglas of Company A of the 43rd Mississippi 

Infantry, who was killed in the Siege of 

Vicksburg during the Civil War. Eventually, 

Paul revealed that Old Douglas was actually a 

camel in what became known as the Camel 

Regiment. The audience learned many facts 

about camels that demonstrated why they 

were well-suited for this experiment and tidbits 

about the fascinating men involved in the Civil 

War-era camel venture. 

Larry and Sharon Nicholl with the 

Orange County FamilySearch Center 

spoke in March about the free resources 

available to the public to research and 

document your family tree. They 

showed how to start an online account 

at familysearch.org, add information 

about family members, and access 

documentation such as military records 

and census data to learn more about 

your ancestors. In-person help and 

numerous resources are available for 

free at the local FamilySearch Center at 

674 S. Yorba Street in Orange. 

January’s speaker, Janice Munemitsu, 

recalled the eye-opening story of her 

grandparents and father, who were forced 

to leave their 40-acre Westminster farm 

during WW2 because of their Japanese 

heritage. When the children of the Mendez 

family, who leased the farmland after the 

Munemitsus, were not allowed to attend the 

local Westminster school because they were 

Hispanic, the two families connected in 

their similar struggles with racism. Read 

more in Janice’s book The Kindness of Color. 



  

 

Brady and Becky Michel and their son Isaac and 
daughter Molly served the Museum visitors during 
the Sip & Stroll organized by the Tustin Community 
Foundation on February 24. Brady made his famous 
sangria, Rutabegorz donated chicken enchiladas, 
and American Grub contributed brownies.  

SIP & STROLL 

 

 

 

PAPER 
FOOTBALL 
CHALLENGE 
Participating in the Tustin Community 
Foundation’s Paper Football Challenge 
held on February 10, the Historical 
Society team included players Steve 
Sauers, Tim Zierer, Brady Michel, and 
Isaac Michel. The Historical Society 
team was sponsored by Pete Beatty. 



 

 

 

  

 Accessions 
 

Scrapbook of David Bascom donated by Nancy Pedersen 

Yearbooks and scrapbooks of Wayne and Ruby Grebel donated by Randy Grebel 

 

 

Field Trip 
 
A group of Historical Society members and 

friends recently took a drive to Westminster.  

They visited the Westminster Museum run by 

the Westminster Historical Society, which is 

located at the two-acre Blakey Historical Park. 

The museum is housed in a 1929 structure that 

formerly served as the Midway City Women’s 

Club before it was relocated to its current site. 

There are several other buildings that have 

been moved to Blakey Historical Park, 

including the area’s first drug store, a 

farmhouse, and a large barn. The site includes 

a collection of farm equipment, old firetrucks, 

and a 1904 windmill. Blakey Historical Park is 

open on the first Sunday of the month, 

excluding holidays, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. 

Another place the group visited in Westminster 

was the Mendez Tribute Monument Park 

located at the corner of Westminster Boulevard 

and Olive Street. This site features statues and 

images honoring the families who fought for 

equal education in the court case of Mendez v. 

Westminster School District in the 1940s. The 

group’s visit to this park was inspired by the 

presentation of Janice Munemitsu, the speaker 

at January’s Night at the Museum, whose 

family story is tied to Gonzalo and Felicitas 

Mendez and their children. 
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Email: tustinmuseum@att.net 

Website: www.tustinhistory.com 
 

2024 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Rick Nelson 

Vice President  Tim Zierer 

Treasurer  Colleen Ma 

Recording Secretary  Vicki Gray 

2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Susan Dobak John Nielsen 

Becky Michel Susan Reid 

Brady Michel Gretchen Whisler 

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Tim Zierer 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Membership  Tim Zierer 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

Tustin Area Museum 

395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 

(714) 731-5701

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 

Saturday 11-3 

 

NOT A 
MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 

Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual  

($30 or more) 

Household  

($40 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 
($150 or more) 

 

F O L L O W  U S  O N  

   FACEBOOK 
@TustinAreaHistoricalSociety 

TWITTER 
@TustinHistory 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: 
John Nielsen, 
Colleen Ma,  
Susan Reid, 
Gretchen Whisler,  
Becky Michel, 
Brady Michel,  
Vicki Gray,  
Susan Dobak,  
and Rick Nelson 
Not pictured:  
Tim Zierer 
 
 

2024 Historical 
Society Board 

 

 
 
 

Welcome new members - 
John Attenberg 

Margaret Bereskin 
Kurt & Jackie Christy 

Beth Fujishige 
Claire Henchcliffe 
Ottilia Scherschel 

Milissa Zierer 
 

Departed friends we will miss - 
Bill Miller, Margaret Pottenger 

 

 


