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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 

Dear TAHS Members, 
 

We are well into 2023 and are looking to continue a great year for the Historical Society. We 
are back to having our quarterly General Meetings and plan to have a Night at the Museum 
event every month.  
 

In February we held our first General Meeting of the year at the library. Speaker Sam Robertson 
brought her vibrant energy to the cold, drizzly night. In addition to being the owner of Arvida 
Book Company on Main Street with her husband Mike, Sam is the head of One Seed Community 
Garden. She shared how this non-profit organization plans to transform an unused plot of land 
in Old Town into a beautiful, multipurpose space for the community to enjoy.  

 

The third grade school tours resumed recently with a special Saturday tour that included both 
students and parents. Several more school tours are scheduled for this spring. We are excited 
to have them back.  
 

The Learning Center and our new Research Committee are making great strides. They held their 
first meeting and are excited about their research plans. New information is being added to the 
Learning Center on a regular basis, so come by the Museum and check it out. 
 
Coming up on March 25th our Night at the Museum event will feature author Robin Ray talking 
about her family’s experience living and mining in the Mojave Desert. Looking further ahead, 
the April Night at the Museum guest will be Susan Svoboda, a Tustin High graduate who will 
talk about her life growing up in Tustin and her new book  I Hate the Color Pink: One Woman’s 
Emotional Journey with Breast Cancer. 
 

We are seeking additional docents and greeters for the Museum, so if you feel led, please let 
us know. Thank you for your continued support, and I look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming events. 
 

Sincerely, 
Steve 

Steve Sauers, TAHS President 
 



 

  

 

 

 

In February Samantha Robertson, 

president of the One Seed Community 

Garden and co-owner of Arvida Book Co., 

shared plans for Tustin’s first community 

garden in Old Town.  
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REMEMBERING DENNY HAYDEN 
December 26, 1925 - July 4, 2022 

 
Dennis “Denny” Hayden was born to Dwight and Esther Hayden in 1925. He grew up 

in Tustin raising bees, selling prize-winning honey, working in orange groves, and hunting 

in the hills. 

He attended Tustin High School and enlisted in the Navy at age 17. He served in the 

Pacific Theater on several ships, including a mine sweeper, sea-going tugboat, and 

submarine chaser. 

Later Denny attended the University of Redlands, where he met his wife, Lois Ann 

Scharpenberg. They married in 1950 and were together for 72 years until his passing. 

They had four children: Mark, Ann, Jean, and Nancy and nine grandchildren. 

Denny graduated from UCLA School of Law, opened his own law practice, served as 

Tustin City Attorney for a time, and finally retired in 2020. 

Denny was co-founder of the Tustin Thrift and Loan and the youth center that became 

the Tustin Boys Club. He was active in the Historical Society, serving as a board member, 

and a member of the Santa Ana Elks and Lions Club of Tustin. 

Denny loved hunting, fishing, and tennis and was an active outdoorsman and sportsman 

all his life. Family memories include trips to Baja every summer for over 25 years. He 

made lifelong friends, had a quick wit and great sense of humor, and never seemed to 

forget a face or story. 



 

 

  

 

 

PAPER FOOTBALL CHALLENGE 

In February TAHS participated in the Tustin 

Community Foundation’s Annual Paper 

Football Challenge, which gives teams the 

opportunity to earn money for their non-

profit community groups. This year’s TAHS 

team consisted of Steve Sauers, Tim 

Zierer, Brady Michel, and Isaac Michel. 

Their competitors were especially 

challenging, with our team racking up 1 win 

and 4 losses. Their last game of the day 

started out well as they quickly jumped to 

the lead. However, their opponent rallied 

back strong, decisively beating our team. 

This defeat took our team by surprise. They 

had underestimated this final adversary…a 

group of elementary school girls from the 

organization Dance! To Your Heart’s 

Delight. After these worthy opponents 

delivered their final, crushing paper football 

blow, they sealed the TAHS defeat with a 

graceful ballet curtsy right in front of our 

team!! Well, better luck next year guys! 
 



  

 

Night at the Museum 

 

Saturday, March 25, 3:30 - 5:30 pm 
Tustin Area Museum  
395 El Camino Real in Tustin 
Admission is $20.00 and seating is limited.  

Please call the Museum office at (714) 731-5701 or visit 
www.tustinhistory.com to reserve your seat. 

 

 Why would anyone  
live out there? 

 



 

 

Tustin Area Historical Society Presents  

The Annual JoAnn and Arv Bollesen Memorial  

Tustin History 
Art  

Contest 
A reminder for third grade students in Tustin schools – 

the Art Contest deadline is quickly approaching on April 1.  

Awards will be presented at the TAHS General Meeting in May. 
Everyone come to the meeting to see the kids and their winning 
artwork celebrating Tustin history! 

 



  

Departed friends 
 we will miss – 

Denny Hayden 

Beverly Moore 

Victoria Stephenson 
 

Save the date… 
April’s Night at the Museum 

Friday, April 21 

Author Susan Svoboda 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HERITAGE is a publication of 

Tustin Area Historical Society 

P.O. Box 185 

Tustin, CA 92781 
 

Email: tustinmuseum@att.net 
Website: www.tustinhistory.com 

2023 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Steve Sauers 

Vice President  Rick Nelson 

Treasurer  Kurt Bensworth 

Recording Secretary  Becky Michel 

2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Pat Corfield Brady Michel 

Susan Dobak John Nielsen 

Elaine Dove Tim Zierer 

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Steve Sauers 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Displays  Steve Sauers 

Membership  Rick Nelson 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

Tustin Area Museum 
395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 
(714) 731-5701 

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 
Saturday 11-3 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 

Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual ($30 or more) 

Household ($40 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 

($150 or more) 

F O L L O W  U S  O N  

   FACEBOOK 
@TustinAreaHistoricalSociety 

TWITTER 
@TustinHistory 

 

 

 

Welcome  
new member - 

Stephanie Cecena 

 

RECENT ACCESSIONS 
 

Frances Belyer Photo of Lemon Heights agriculture 

Shawn Cutts Walter Erickson family memorabilia 

Sheryl Franke Tustin Woman’s Club member books 

Janet Peal Football helmet and pads 

Tom Pulley Fannie Tustin photos 

John Woodward  1930s & ’40s Broadcaster News 

 


