
  
 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 

Greetings TAHS Members, 
 

There has been a lot happening with the Historical Society and Museum.  
 

We had two Night at the Museum events. The one in August featured former 

Tustin High School coach and athletic director Bob Michel, who shared stories 

about his days at Tustin High. Then in October, historian and researcher Tim 

Zierer spoke about local home builder William Bowman. Both events were well 

attended. Our next Night at the Museum will be in January, so look for more 

information in this newsletter. 
 

In October, we participated in the Old Town Tustin Art Walk and Craft Crawl. 

I want to thank Susan Dobak for faithfully setting up and staffing our table on 

Main Street. 
 

We also teamed up with Tustin Host Lions Club to organize the Old Town Tustin 

Ghost Tours held during the weekends leading up to Halloween. These were 
very successful, and we hope to make this an annual event. 
 

We are in the planning stages for next year’s Home and Garden Tour, which 

will be held on Saturday, May 18th. Make sure to mark your calendars as we 

will be celebrating 25 years of TAHS Home Tours!  
 

This is my last President’s letter, since my term on the Board expires at the 

end of the year. It has been an honor and privilege to serve the members of 

the Tustin Area Historical Society for the past seven years, and I look forward 

to working with the incoming President next year. I also want to thank all the 

Board Members and volunteers for everything they have done to make the 

Historical Society and Museum an important part of Tustin. 
 

Thank you all for your ongoing support of the Tustin Area Historical Society. 
 

Sincerely, 

Steve 

Steve Sauers, TAHS President 
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Carol H. Jordan 
1928 - 2023 

 

It is with sadness that we share the news of the passing of Carol Jordan on 

November 22, 2023. Carol was a beloved Tustin historian, author, and the 

last surviving founder of the Tustin Area Museum and Historical Society. In 

1975, along with Vivien Owen and Mary Etzold, Carol established the 

Museum as part of Tustin’s bicentennial celebration. Among her many 

achievements, she served as the Museum Historian until 2006 and was 

selected as Tustin’s 1979 Woman of the Year. She also wrote many books 

about Tustin, which are available in the Museum bookstore or through our 

website at www.tustinhistory.com/store/. A memorial service is being 

planned for January.  
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Friday, January 26, 2024 at 7:00 pm 
Tustin Area Museum, 395 El Camino Real, Tustin 

Tickets - $15 for members and $20 for non-members 

Purchase tickets at www.tustinhistory.com or call (714) 731-5701 
 

 

Come hear Janice’s amazing story as 

told in her book The Kindness of Color, 

which presents the true story of the 

battle of two Orange County families 

with racism after WWII that led to 

the landmark court case Mendez v. 

Westminster School District to 

address public school segregation. 

 
 

 



 

  

 

Save the date 

 



 

 

Recent Gatherings 
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Craft Crawl
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Old Town Tustin 

Ghost Tours

The Historical Society hosted or participated in many fun 
gatherings over the past few months. We hope you were able to 
join us. Be looking for many more great events to come in 2024! 



 

 

 

  

 

Accessions 
 

Anonymous - F.W. Bennett postcard circa 1895 

Assistance League of Tustin – MCAS challenge coin 

Rhonda Hicks - Columbus Tustin family memorabilia 

Mark Grace & Linda Kayiran - Mark Grace autographed baseball 

Jill Leach - Tustin Meadows Swim Club scrapbook, Tustin Meadows CC&Rs 

Kathy Ochiai - Tustin photos circa 1960 

Brian Sjoberg - Framed photo of the Stevens house 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

These young men 

carefully dust the 

Museum exhibit 

cases. 

Ties that bring our community 

together… 
 

The Historical Society is fortunate to have close associations with many other 

groups in our community. These groups have benefitted when we are able to 

share our Historical Society resources, and we have also enjoyed the support 

that their members bring to our organization. We appreciate you and thank 

you! We look forward to our continued mutual support in 2024. 

Sharing Our Local History Resources 

Tustin Unified School District assists the Historical Society in sharing local history 

resources with third grade teachers and their students. The TAHS educational programs 

include school tours of the Museum, History In A Box trunks that are loaned to TUSD 

classrooms, and the Bollesen Art Contest and Lovret Writing Contest, which encourage 

third grade students in their knowledge of local history through competitions and prizes. 

Sharing the Museum Space 

We are pleased to have the opportunity to share our Museum space with other 

organizations to hold their board and committee meetings, including Man and Woman of 

the Year committee meetings, Tustin Area Republican Women Federated board meetings, 

Orange County Boy Scout Council board meetings, Tustin Host Lions Club vision screening 

committee meetings, and Tustin Area Woman’s Club board meetings. 

Sharing Mutual Support  

We enjoy our unique relationship with the TUSD Tustin Adult Transition Program. Each 

week a group of their young adults visits to assist with cleaning the Museum space and 

watering the plants. We greatly appreciate their help in maintaining the Museum, we 

delight in our conversations together, and they gain practice with various life skills. 
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Email: tustinmuseum@att.net 

Website: www.tustinhistory.com 

2024 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Rick Nelson 

Vice President  Tim Zierer 

Treasurer  Colleen Ma 

Recording Secretary  Vicki Gray 

2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Susan Dobak Brady Michel 

Elaine Dove John Nielsen 

Becky Michel  

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Steve Sauers 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Displays  Steve Sauers 

Membership  Rick Nelson 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

 

Tustin Area Museum 
395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 

(714) 731-5701

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 

Saturday 11-3 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 

Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual ($30 or more) 

Household ($40 or more) 

Business/Organization 
($100 or more) 

Special Donation 
($150 or more) 

 

F O L L O W  U S  O N  

   FACEBOOK 
@TustinAreaHistoricalSociety 

TWITTER 
@TustinHistory 

 

 

Happy Holidays! 
 
 

 

Welcome new members - 
Dianne Bennett 

Ken Brodhagen 

Del Broomell 

Clara Eisenman 

Guy Erskine 

Barbara Ferriera 

Patty Griffin 
 
 

Departed friends we will miss - 
Kenneth Hannegan, Carol Jordan 

Mary Hegarty 

Ginny Oliver 

Chris Page 

Aaron Pomerantz 

Darcy Staniforth 

Gabriel Stern 
 

 


