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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear TAHS Members, 
 
Well, we are almost to the end of 2022. It’s been a great year for the Historical Society.  
 
The Home and Garden Tour in September was very successful thanks to all the volunteers 
who helped. The Night at the Museum in July with retired Deputy Chief Jeff Blair and in 
August featuring Staff Sergeant Cisco Lacy were very popular. Our November General 
Meeting speakers Melanie Goss and Ann Nepsa gave a great overview of Yorba Cemetery. 
 
The chairperson of the Educational Programs Committee, Laurie Lovret, is working with 
the Tustin Unified School District third grade teachers to revive our Museum tours, History 
In A Box, and other programs now that there are no COVID-19 restrictions this school year.  
 
The Learning Center’s family history resources, which are available to everyone, are 
expanding on a regular basis thanks to the research efforts of Vicki Gray, Donna Marsh 
Peery, and Elaine Dove. Come by the Museum and check it out. 
 
In November we launched our new website at www.tustinhistory.com. When you have a 
chance, please take a look. Guy Ball put a lot of time and effort into building it. The results 
are amazing -- thank you Guy. 
 
As the year winds down, we are looking forward to next year. Last month we held our 
elections for 2023. I will remain as President and Richard Nelson will remain as Vice 
President for an additional year. Starting in January, Becky Michel will be serving as 
Recording Secretary and Susan Dobak as Treasurer. I want to thank Kurt Bensworth, our 
long-time Treasurer who is stepping down at the end of this year, for all his hard work and 
dedication. 
 
One of our ongoing needs is for volunteers to help at the Museum. We need more docents 
and greeters, so if you feel so led, please let us know. I want to thank each and every one 
of you for your continued support and look forward to seeing you at our events next year. 
 
Sincerely, 
Steve 

Steve Sauers, TAHS President 
 



  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At July’s Night at the 
Museum event retired 
Deputy Chief Jeff Blair 
shared stories about 
his time working on 
the Tustin PD gang 

unit and various  
crime cases. 

At the Night at  

the Museum event 

held in August  

Staff Sergeant Cisco 

Lacy spoke about the 

hangars and LTA 

base during WWII. 

The November 
General Meeting 

featured the Cemetery 
Angels, Ann Nepsa 
and Melanie Goss, 

who spoke about the 
historic Yorba 

Cemetery. 



 

  

Highlights of September’s  
Home and Garden Tour  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    

Visit www.tustinhistory.com to view the website’s 
beautiful state-of-the-art graphics and layout. The 
website features include: 
 

• Overview of Tustin’s history 

• Virtual tour of the Tustin Area Museum  
in which you can move through and  
zoom in on displays 

• Selection of articles on Tustin including those 
from Juanita Lovret’s column in the Tustin News 

• Collection of videos including interviews  
with leading Tustinites and educational  
history videos 

• History and photos of the Tustin Hangars and 
Lighter Than Air Base 

• Vintage photo gallery of Tustin 

Linda Freeman Tustin Union High School memorabilia 

Janet Owen Peel Photos of Tustin 

Acelin Thomas 1932 Olympic postage stamp 

Tim Zierer 1921 Tustin Grammar School graduation program 

 

RECENT ACCESSIONS 
 

NEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY WEBSITE  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome new members - 

Tricia Badraun Susan Payne 

Titus Chan Graham Reid 

Marcia Corzine Ronald Salupo 

Pam Figueroa Mary Sprague 

Bruce Junor Denise Wardlow 

Merrill Matchett  Harriet Zierer 

 

HERITAGE is a publication of 

Tustin Area Historical Society 

P.O. Box 185 

Tustin, CA 92781 
 

Email: tustinmuseum@att.net 

Website: www.tustinhistory.com 

2023 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President  Steve Sauers 

Vice President  Rick Nelson 

Treasurer  Susan Dobak 

Recording Secretary  Becky Michel 

2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Kurt Bensworth John Nielsen 

Pat Corfield Marilyn Thoms 

Elaine Dove Tim Zierer 

Brady Michel  

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER 

Donna Marsh Peery 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Programs Steve Sauers 

Educational Programs  Laurie Lovret 

Displays  Steve Sauers 

Membership  Rick Nelson 

Newsletter  Laurie Lovret 

Publicity & Webmaster Guy Ball 

Tustin Area Museum 
395 El Camino Real (at Main St.) 

Tustin, CA 92780 
(714) 731-5701 

Tuesday & Thursday 10-3 
Saturday 11-3 

 

NOT A MEMBER? 

JOIN TAHS! 

Annual Dues: Jan. - Dec. 

Individual ($30 or more) 

Household ($40 or more) 

Business/Organization 

($100 or more) 

Special Donation 

($150 or more) 

F O L L O W  U S  O N  

   FACEBOOK 
@TustinAreaHistoricalSociety 

TWITTER 
@TustinHistory 

 

Please remember to send in your 
membership dues for next year. 

 

Happy Holidays! 


